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TRAI strengthens call quality app;
telcos, public get access to reports

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
unveiled an application to
report issues with call
quality for Android devic-
es. The MyCall app allows
users to score any given
call’s quality out of five,
and report specific issues
such as echoes, low audio
quality and inaudible calls.

The app’s insights will
be analysed by the regula-
tor after collecting anony-
mised data on its own ser-
vers and low quality calls
will also have signal
strength, location and oth-
er data sent to telecom op-
erators for them to im-
prove systems, TRAI
chairperson Anil Kumar

The app's insights will be
analysed by the regulator.

Lahoti said.

Publicly available

The data will also eventual-
ly become publicly availa-
ble in some form, Mr. La-
hoti said. TRAI is not
inclined to mandate the in-
stallation of this app on

smartphones via phone
makers, Mr. Lahoti said
responding to a question.
The MyCall app existed
for years but most of the
features unveiled on Mon-
day were not available till
the revamp. The app fol-
lows the footsteps of DND
and MySpeed, TRAI's re-
vamped apps focusing on
spam call, SMS reporting
and Internet speed test.

Call quality

TRAI has attempted multi-
ple times to hold telcos res-
ponsible for call drops and
call quality. A decade ago,
it attempted to put in a mi-
cro-penalty framework to
compensate customers for
dropped calls. Telcos suc-
cessfully argued in the Del-
hi High Court and the Su-

preme Court stating laws
of physics made it impossi-
ble to guarantee a call
wouldn’t drop. In recent
years, TRAI worked on fi-
nancial disincentives un-
der multiple regulations,
including the 2024 Stan-
dards of Quality of Service
of Access (Wireline and
Wireless) and Broadband
(Wireline And Wireless)
Service Regulations to re-
quire frequent audits and
meeting certain quality
benchmarks. Not meeting
such benchmarks leads to
a disincentive.

Older technologies

Inter-telco call quality is li-
mited due to older technol-
ogies used to interconnect
such calls between diffe-

rent operators.

04A8. TRAI strengthens call quality app; telcos, public get access to reports
1§ el AOTTAT VT FT HAFA TATIT; THAR HYTorad1 HR STt Fr ROIE 3qeretr ghft

e The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) unveiled an application to report issues
with call quality for Android devices.

AR AR fafaames wiftrsTor (TRAI) & Tgirs 3Uavi & (T Hiar oradr & dafird
FHEATHT T RN A & Teh 7T ITTANT Jccl R |

e The MyCall app allows users to score any given call’'s quality out of five, and report specific
issues such as echoes, low audio quality and inaudible calls.

ARSI (MyCall) ¥ STZTRATIHT T TRl 8T shieT T I[UTaIT Y GTer 3ehl 7 37eh ol AT
wfareafar (Echoes), F9 3fEAT ayoraar iR FAT$ o Aot Al Hiell SidT [afrse gaean3i 1 ko
el BT G Feret e 5

o The app’s insights will be analysed by the regulator after collecting anonymised data on its
own servers and low quality calls will also have signal strength, location and other data sent
to telecom operators for them to improve systems, TRAI Chairperson Anil Kumar Lahoti
said.

T & JeTeT A FAR AR o e [ Tg T 319e) FART W MIART (Anonymised) w3
Thl T, TSieTehr fAReIvoT faramereh 91T | ¥t F[urareim arely il & Faferd fawerer afda, wurer
(Location) TT 313 37iehs GIHAR WaT FETATHT T 8 SISl STVaT ATfeh & 3191 yomforat & gur
T Hh |

e TRAI is not inclined to mandate the installation of this app on smartphones via phone
makers, Mr. Lahoti said responding to a question.

Teh 92T & 3] & 4t AgYeY ¥ e Tk 21§ 5 U ol THICHI fAATAT3it o Aregs & gefr
TATERAT 7 AT & & T FA & J&T F 8T g

e The MyCall app existed for years but most of the features unveiled on Monday were not
available till the revamp.
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AT ¥ S I & ST T, o] MHAR T TET hT 918 HTRIhier 7S Fraem ga@eh
T cIeT HERIUT T Tgol 3TeTet] oTar T

e The app follows the footsteps of DND and MySpeed, TRAI's revamped apps focusing on
spam calls, SMS reporting and Internet speed tests.

Ig U9 21§ & HAMUT DND 31 MySpeed ToH I [@oll 7 A 8, S T i, THOATH
R9iféar qour getae afa adieTor W higd &

Call quality

el OTET

e A decade ago, it attempted to put in a micro-penalty framework to compensate customers
for dropped calls.

FIHT Ueh G TGl SHA el 319 U FHITAT ATgehT T FHITTA oot & TIT F&A-E3 (Micro-
penalty) STEEYT S1] it T I T T

TRAI's New Digital Tools for Better Telecom Services

e The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has introduced a set of upgraded mobile
applications and regulatory measures to improve the quality of telecom services and protect
consumers.

e These initiatives empower users to directly report problems, measure service quality, and help
TRAI monitor telecom operators more effectively.

1. MyCall App — Rate the Quality of Your Phone Calls

e The MyCall app is designed for Android smartphones and enables users to provide instant
feedback on the quality of every phone call they make or receive.

After completing a call, the app allows the user to:

e Give the call a rating out of five stars.
e Report specific issues such as:
o Echo (hearing your own voice repeatedly).
o Lowaudio quality (unclear or distorted voice).
o Call drops or interrupted conversations.
o Inaudible calls, where the other person's voice cannot be heard properly.

Example:

Suppose you are speaking to a customer care executive, but the voice repeatedly breaks and the call
disconnects midway. Using the MyCall app, you can immediately rate the call and report the exact
problem. TRAI can analyse this anonymous feedback to identify areas where telecom operators need to
improve their network quality.

2. DND App — Report Spam Calls and SMS

The upgraded DND (Do Not Disturb) app helps consumers tackle unwanted promotional
communications.
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With this app, users can:

e Report spam calls and unsolicited SMS messages.
e Register or modify Do Not Disturb (DND) preferences.
o Help TRAI identify telemarketers who violate telecom regulations.

3. MySpeed App — Check Internet Performance
The MySpeed app measures the quality of mobile internet services.
It allows users to test:

o Download speed.

e Upload speed.

e Network latency (ping).

e Overall network performance.

4. Micro-Penalty Framework — Holding Telecom Operators Accountable

TRAI has also proposed a micro-penalty framework, under which telecom companies may face small
but frequent financial penalties for repeated service deficiencies such as poor call quality, spam
control failures, or non-compliance with quality standards.

Instead of imposing only large penalties after major violations, this approach encourages operators to
correct problems quickly and maintain consistent service quality.

Why are these initiatives important?

e Together, the MyCall, DND, and MySpeed apps, along with the micro-penalty framework,
create a consumer-centric telecom ecosystem.

e They enable citizens to actively participate in improving telecom services, while encouraging
service providers to enhance call quality, internet performance, and protection against
spam communications.

e Ultimately, these measures aim to ensure a more reliable, transparent, and accountable telecom
sector in India.

Nauru, the world’s third smallest
country, changes name to Naoero

04A8. Nauru, the world’s third smallest country,
changes name to Napier

o i gfoar & A 9 B 3T ATF o 3T A TEAHT
ATINTR @

e The Pacific Island country of Nauru has changed its
name to the Republic of Napier, its President said, matching
the spelling and pronunciation in the national language.

T2 ATRPR T G 2T AT3% A 379617 ATH Tgela

The Pacific Island country of Nauru has changed its name to the
Republic of Naoero, its President said, matching the spelling and
pronunciation in the national language. With 12,000 residents, d Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Nauru is the world’s third-smallest country by population size. The HUXG2 ' E dg LI {[HEEM11]

new name is spoken as Now-ero. AP ber : 9971932488

~= htrioticias.in
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Rafeae 3w AT FT O &1 5T Wseafar =7 gl foh 1T A1 IS 19T 3 yaferd st

3R FTEAROT & 3769 @M 74T ¢
e With 12,000 residents, Nauru is the world’s third-smallest country by population size.
TSI 12,000 FAanfAt & A1y AT3% FTHEAT & MR TR GfeTdT i T Fad ST 3o &
e The new name is spoken as Now-ero.
ST ATH HT ITIRYT "AT3-TA (Now-ero)" 3T ST g

Top 5 Smallest Countries by Area (with Population)

|Rank || Country || Area (Approx.) || Population (Approx. 2025-26) || Capital |
|1 | Vvatican City || 0.49 km? | ~800 | Vatican City |
12 |[Monaco | 2.08 km? | ~39,000 | Monaco \
13 |[Nauru | 21 km? | ~13,000 | Yaren (de facto) |
14 | Tuvalu | 26 km? | ~11,500-12,000 || Funafuti |
|5 | San Marino || 61 km? | ~34,000 | San Marino |

Top 5 Smallest Countries/Territories by Population (with Area)

. Population .
Rank || Country/Territory (Approx. 2025-26) Area Capital
|1 | vatican City | ~800 10.49 km2 || vatican City
No official capital
2 Tokelau ~1,900 12 km?2 (administrative centre at
Atafu)
13 ||Niue | ~2,000 261 km2 || Alofi
14 | Tuvalu ~ |[~11,500-12,000 |26 km2 || Funafuti
5  |Nauru | ~13,000 |21 km2 | Yaren (de facto)

‘Bringing home a gold medal feels 04A8. ‘Bringing home a gold m’edal feels
like a massive aCCOHlDliShm ent’ like a massive accomplishment

FIOT Teeh SHIcTehT 22T AT U agd a1
39T ST ATHH Bl &7

e Competing in the 48kg category is difficult,
and managing the weight while training is a huge
challenge.

48 e Tof 7 yfaeaeT Far wioa g, 31 afvagor
o &Il Foret Y T d T 7= U dgcd 181 el &1

Competing in the 48kg category is difficult, and managing the
weight while training is a huge challenge. But this is a part of our
life, and | faced it. Having faced all that and to bring home a (CWG) M 4" (AT T M E G AL ELTRGUET MO TET G T

gold medal feels like a massive accomplishment. I'll certainly put in LA LlS AT
my best effort for Asian Games — Mirabai Chanu, weightlifter. p97193248

as.in s
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e Butthisis a part of our life, and | faced it.
AAfehel T TAR SHiaeT ol Ueh gl &, AR Hed SHRT ATHAT TohaT|

e Having faced all that and to bring home a (CWG) gold medal feels like a massive
accomplishment.

5mﬁgﬁ%ﬁwmm$m@we)mmma@rmwa§aa§rm
STET HEgH gIaT 8|

e ['ll certainly put in my best effort for the Asian Games — Mirabai Chanu, weightlifter.

# fAfRaa &7 & oA @t & e 3r0e a89ss g &l — HARars =, smidtes |
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Odisha seeks UNESCO tag for Puri Rath Yatra
3NFBAT & T T AT F FAT JATH! AT Y AT A

Odisha seeks UNESCO
tag for Puri Rath Yatra

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi has
sought the nomination of
the Rath Yatra of Shree Ja-
gannath, Puri, for inscrip-
tion on UNESCO?s list of in-
tangible cultural heritage
of humanity.

“The Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath is not merely a
religious festival but a time-
less tradition that embo-
dies India’s rich cultural di-
versity, inclusivity,
spirituality, craftsmanship,
music, dance and com-
munity participation. Cele-
brated for centuries, it at-
tracts millions of devotees
and visitors from across the
globe and stands as one of
the most enduring symbols
of India’s living heritage,”
Mr. Majhi said in a letter ad-

dressed to Union Culture
and Tourism Minister Ga-

jendra Singh Shekhawat on
Saturday.
The Chief Minister

sought the intervention of
Mr. Shekhawat to facilitate
the examination of a pro-
posal submitted by the
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration seeking the
nomination of the Rath Ya-
tra of Shree Jagannatha,
Puri, for inscription on UN-
ESCO’s heritage List.

BJD criticises move

The Biju Janata Dal, howev-
er, said the Chief Minister’s
letter is “nothing more
than a publicity-oriented
exercise” aimed at divert-
ing attention from the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party govern-
ment’s alleged failure to
conduct the past three
Rath Yatras flawlessly.

04A8. Odisha seeks UNESCO tag for Puri Rath
Yatra

N & T8 T I F fAT FATH AT FY AT
$r

e Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi has
sought the nomination of the Rath Yatra of Shree
Jagannath, Puri, for inscription on UNESCO’s List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

3NfEem & FEgwN Agar @01 AFH A A SEreeTy, g Fr 7y
AT ] JATHT Y ATTIAT T HHT TR i LRIET
(Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity) =t & emfaer
TR STTet & ToIT AATATRST ST ART HT g

e “The Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath is not merely a
religious festival but a timeless tradition that embodies
India’s rich cultural diversity, inclusivity, spirituality,
craftsmanship, music, dance and community
participation.

“STITATT ST Y T ATAT Shelol Ueh AT Ic0a 781 &,
Sfoeh Teh Flellciid TXT §, S TR T HHeH WEFias
fafererar, womaflan, sreafonsar, Rewwar, w@efla, e qar
TR SR 1 ST e el 1

e Celebrated for centuries, it attracts millions of
devotees and visitors from across the globe and stands as

one of the most enduring symbols of India’s living heritage,” Mr. Majhi said in a letter
addressed to Union Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat on
Saturday.

AT & FAATS S T I5 T FARqeR § A a3t 31X adieat 1 3 f¥a el § aar
AR 1 S arepfas fatrad & qa8 Tarlt gcdiet 7 & v 3,7 o #vsht 2 afqar 1 Fda
wEpfa va gdes 70 1ol R dwmad 1 fow a7 7 Fg1
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As of 2026, India has 16 elements inscribed on UNESCO's Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. India has no element on the List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.

S No. Intangible Cultural Heritage State/Region Year .of. Category
Element Inscription
Kutiyattam (Koodiyattam), .
1 sanskrit Theatre Kerala 2008 Performing Arts
. . : i Oral Traditions &
2 Tradition of Vedic Chanting Pan India 2008 Knowledge
3 Ramlila - Traditional North India 2008 Performing Arts
Performance of the Ramayana
Ramman — Religious Festival
4 and Ritual Theatre of the Uttarakhand 2009 Social Practices & Rituals
Garhwal Himalayas
Odisha,
5 Chhau Dance Jharkhand & 2010 Performing Arts
West Bengal
6 |Kalbelia Folk Songs and Dances|[Rajasthan 12010 |Performing Arts |
7 Mudiyettu — Ritual Theatre and Kerala 2010 Performing Arts
Dance Drama
8 |Buddhist Chanting of Ladakh ||Ladakh 12012 |Oral Traditions |
Sankirtana — Ritual Singing,
9 Drumming and Dancing of Manipur 2013 Performing Arts
Manipur
Traditional Brass and Copper
10 Craft of Utensil Making among |Punjab 2014 Traditional Craftsmanship
the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru
Knowledge & Practices
11 Yoga Pan India 2016 concerning Nature and
Well-being
Prayagraj, . . .
12 Kumbh Mela Haridwar, Nashik|2017 Sou_al Practices, Rituals &
. Festive Events
& Ujjain
13 Durga Puja in Kolkata West Bengal 2021 Social Practices & Festive
Events
. . Performing Arts / Social
14 Garba of Gujarat Gujarat 2023 Practices
Nawrouz (Nowruz/Novruz) . . . .
15 (Multinational Inscription India & seve_ral 2024 Social Practices & Festive
) ) . other countries Events
including India)
. . Social Practices, Rituals &
16 Deepavali Pan India 2025 Eestive Events
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State-wise Distribution

\State/Region HUNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage\
Kerala |Kutiyattam, Mudiyettu
Uttarakhand ~ |Ramman

Rajasthan |Kalbelia

Punjab | Thatheras Craft
ILadakh |Buddhist Chanting
Manipur |Sankirtana

Gujarat |Garba

(Odisha |Chhau Dance (shared)

Jharkhand | [Chhau Dance (shared)

Pan India | Vedic Chanting, Yoga, Deepavali
Multiple States|[Kumbh Mela

Multinational |[Nawrouz

|
|
|
|
|
|
]West Bengal HDurga Puja \
l
|
|
|
|
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Domestic
cruelty rules
cover live-in
couples: SC

GS I: Society ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said the criminal
offence of domestic cruelty
would extend to live-in re-
lationships between con-
senting adults that qualify
as “relationships in the na-
ture of marriage”.

The judgment authored
by a Bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjay Karol said Sec-
tion 498A (domestic cruel-
ty) of the Indian Penal
Code, now replaced by
Sections 85 and 86 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
should not be limited to
married relationships
alone. Live-in relationships
were a reality in modern,
urban life. The law must
adapt.

The court reasoned that
relationships in the nature
of marriage and which
show the requisite intent to
marry were the “closest to
marriage itself”.
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04A8. Domestic Cruelty Rules Cover Live-in Couples: SC

B FIAT Haeh) raere fog-ge waut o3 oft ey, watew ST
e Thejudgment authored by a Bench headed by Justice Sanjay Karol said

Section 498A (domestic cruelty) of the Indian Penal Code, now replaced by
Sections 85 and 86 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, should not be limited to

married relationships alone.

FATAf HorT FAeT Y IEALTAT ATell NS gaRT o a7 foyofar 3 gt ora o st

‘New law can't take
away rights given to
transgender persons’

&3 |fEdT (IPC) T &RT 498A (Bl Fam), T &
319 AR =T |fgaT (Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita) T &RT 85 3 86 71 gfaruTiad T
EUY

04A8. ‘New law can’t take away
rights given to transgender
persons’

‘AT FleT SAANST SAfFaar i e
HAFR et ST FFHar

e The Supreme Court on Monday
orally clarified to the Union government that
a new law, seen as dismantling the
transgender community’s right to self-
identification, will not retrospectively, and by
default, invalidate ‘transgender cards’ issued
under a previous legislation.

3TUAH AT o QIHAGR I g RN T

i w7 & Tove R & gesist wer & Fa-geam
(Self-identification) & 31f8HR HI HHSIR e aTell
AT 51T T6T AT Shlefed, Id hlofel 3 e ST fahw arw
‘SIS IS’ &I I FHTT § T AL e

FHM|

e The petitioners have argued that the 2026
Amendment Act, which came into force on March 30,

is contrary to the NALSA judgment of the Supreme Court in 2014, which upheld

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday orally clarified to
the Union government that
a new law, seen as disman-
tling the transgender com-
munity’s right to self-iden-
tification, will not
retrospectively, and by de-
fault, invalidate ‘transgen-
der cards’ issued under a
previous legislation.

Petitioners, who include
activists and community
members, pointed out that
the importance of the
transgender identity cards
cannot be trifled away by
the Union government.

A lawyer, who identified
as a member of the com-
munity, said the card was
an essential part of her bas-
ic identity. “Every day I
struggle. It is a struggle to
even get a house to live in,”
she told a three-judge
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant.

‘Even if there is a
change in legislation
the rights conferred
or accrued must
remain the same’

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
on the Bench, replied, “We
assure you, we are con-
cerned about your rights”.

The petitioners have ar-
gued that the 2026 Amend-
ment Act, which came into
force on March 30, is con-
trary to a NALSA judgment
of the Supreme Court in
2014 which upheld trans-
gender persons’ right to
self-determined  gender
identity and protected
them from discrimination.

“Even if there is a
change in legislation, the
rights conferred or ac-
crued must remain the
same,” Justice Bagchi told
the Centre, represented by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta.

transgender persons’ right to self-determined gender identity and protected them from
discrimination.

RIS ATHT T b & o 30 AT A <19 2026 FT weMerer rffag#, 2014 7 sTaaH =A@
EaRT f&T T NALSA favia & ool &, Torae grasist safdaal & wa-Auiia dfe wgawr &
TSR Y AIAT & 1S o TAUT 3¢ ASHTT T TIETUT YeTeT TohdT 7T 2|
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Proof of life

Bureaucratic paperwork must not result

in exclusion

he Registration of Births and Deaths
I (Amendment) Bill 2026 passed in the Lok

Sabha amends Section 13(3) of the 1969
Act. In the updated framework, registrations de-
layed for up to two years still require a district, a
subdivisional or an authorised executive magis-
trate’s order, but when the delay exceeds two
years, a judicial magistrate is required to verify
the event and pass an order. The 2023 amend-
ment rendered birth certificates the principal, in
fact near-conclusive, proof of date and place of
birth for school admission, voter rolls and appli-
cations for passport, Aadhaar, driving licence
and government jobs. It also allowed the Centre
and States to create digital databases, and re-
quired them to share data with the Registrar Gen-
eral. As the certificate’s gatekeeping power grew,
so did the incentive to obtain one fraudulently,
leading to the 2026 amendment. However, the
Bill’'s passage lacked debate in the Lok Sabha as
the Opposition was protesting the July 20 police
crackdown on the CJP protests. Since identity
documents have also become more politically
sensitive, moving potentially more contentious
cases into courts insulates the administration
from accusations that it is arbitrarily granting or
refusing documentation. But while judicial scru-
tiny places the decision at arm’s length from the
executive, erroneous decisions could prove more
difficult for disadvantaged applicants to rectify.
The amendment also leaves the evidentiary
rules unchanged. If the government believed ex-
ecutive magistrates were approving suspicious
applications because the evidentiary standards
were too lax, it could have prescribed more rigo-
rous documentation, but it has not. Further, how
the risk of fraudulent registrations rises after two
years is unclear; the government has also not pu-
blished evidence justifying a judicial magistrate’s
intervention at two years or whether it consi-
dered less burdensome alternatives. For now, it
appears to be a compromise based possibly on
shorter delays being common enough for admi-
nistrative responses to resolve. Registrations are
also not infrequently delayed for valid reasons,
for example because they transpired in remote
areas, or undocumented migrants realised a
need for educational certificates. But when iden-
tity documents become indispensable to access
state support, the government’s policy instinct
has been to raise the documents’ level of assu-
rance rather than render them more accessible.
In the same vein, the amendment may further a
broader philosophy that, in pursuit of bureau-
cratic certainty, treats the wrongful exclusion of
~ legitimate citizens as an acceptable price to mini-
mise the risk of wrongful inclusion. And the Ra-
jya Sabha must debate the Bill to clarify whether
this trade-off is backed by sufficient evidence.

04A8. Proof of life
SiiaeT ST THATOT

e The Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Bill,

2026 passed in the Lok Sabha amends Section 13(3) of the 1969 Act.

ANFHEHT CaRT TR ST T Fg Tolthaor (wenerer) fes, 2026 1969
F arfafags i 4RT 13(3) F TN FIAT R

¢ In the updated framework, registrations delayed for up to two
years still require a district, a sub-divisional or an authorised
executive magistrate’s order, but when the delay exceeds two
years, a judicial magistrate is required to verify the event and pass
an order.

TN FaEYyT o 3TER, &Y ¥ deh ol dofientor o forw 3ra s
forem, su-wzelir sryar srftga FriuTeas Afoeee & e & mEegwar
gl ﬁﬁraﬁﬁﬁa’aﬁﬁﬁma’r ST, I Tl T AT H
3L IR et & AT =1 AfSEEe $r 3maeTehdr gl

e The 2023 amendment rendered birth certificates the
principal, in fact near-conclusive, proof of date and place of birth for
school admission, voter rolls and applications for passport,
Aadhaar, driving licence and government jobs.

2023 & HWMYT 1 ST+ FAI-IF I oA faf va e T4 7 9973,
afeeh FreTerer foruiieres sraToT 9=t fea, foreent 3uiter faezrera # wawr,
HAGTT {El, TUT I, 3R, S5 arsdw iR wan) Awhal &
TIT 31aeT & foram Srar &

e Italso allowed the Centre and States to create digital
databases, and required them to share data with the Registrar
General.

581 g 3R Tl A Bfoed STy o A sregAfa o & qur s
AL IS (Registrar General) 3 AT 3iTehs ATST AT 31fAar foma|
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Top court
asks govt. to
ensure safe
footpaths

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI:

The Supreme Court direct-
ed the Union government
on Monday to provide ped-
estrians broad, clearly-
marked footpaths exclu-
sively for their use.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice P.S. Narasimha said the
right to a clean and broad
footpath was a fundamen-
tal right the state could af-
ford to everyone without
any big investment. “Whe-
rever there is a road, there
should be space for walk-
ers. Make sure these spac-
es are not encroached
upon,” Justice Narasimha
addressed Additional Solic-
itor-General K.M. Nataraj
before posting the case af-
ter a fortnight.

On June 19, the apex
court had declared the
right to walk on demarcat-
ed and well-maintained
footpaths a fundamental
right.
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04A8. Top Court Asks Govt. to Ensure Safe Footpaths
Hafed AT A THR F GRAT Feuary Fiafad e o fader

fear

e The Supreme Court directed the Union government on Monday to
provide pedestrians broad, clearly marked footpaths exclusively for their use.

Hafed FAMTed o QAR $ Fg THR B A i % ag deor @fvt & fow
T3 &7 & 3e7eh 3G I <13 TAUT TS & W RATEAT FEUTY 3Tlstr FT|

e A Bench headed by Justice P.S. Narasimha said the right to a clean
and broad footpath was a fundamental right the State could afford to everyone
without any big investment.

wargfet &t vy, af¥Fer 1 srezarar arell dis A et foh Taeo 3R =i Feury Hr
3TPR T AlfeF FfFR &, 50 T foar 5 3 Faer & gl Arnrie
3T T TehdT &
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The dilemma over PM SHRI in Kerala

The UDF is caught between the need for central funds and maintaining its integrity

‘ STATE OF PLAY |

he much discussed PM
T SHRI (PM Schools for

Rising India) scheme
has the recently elected Con-
gress-led United Democratic
Front (UDF) government in
Kerala in hot soup.

Events over the past few
days seem to indicate that si-
milar to the Pinarayi Vijayan-
led Left Democratic Front
(LDF) government that burnt
its fingers after signing an MoU
for implementing the central-
ly sponsored PM SHRI scheme
in October last year, the UDF
government too could be in
for possible backlash if it de-
cides to go ahead with it. It is
deja vu all over again. The
same issue. The same actors.
Only the roles have reversed.

The UDF government led
by Chief Minister V.D. Sathee-
san argued that it was forced
to continue with the PM SHRI
as the previous LDF govern-
ment had already entered into
an agreement with the Union
government. The State badly
needs the %1,158.13 crore in
education funds being held up
by the Centre. The volte-face
could not have been more
glaring, since Mr. Satheesan
had earlier said that Mr. Vi-
jayan, by inking the deal, had
betrayed the national cause
against the National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020.

Wavering stance
A little over a month after
forming the UDF government,
Mr. Satheesan said that only
the Union government had
the right to withdraw from the
MoU. Kerala became a party to
it the moment the agreement
was signed, an argument that
the current Opposition vehe-
mently denies.

In yet another U-turn, the

Chief Minister later denied
that the government had said
that it would implement the
PM SHRI; UDF convener
Adoor Prakash had said that
the government would go
ahead with the scheme, even
as the report of a UDF Cabinet
sub-committee on the PM
SHRI was awaited. It prompt-
ed the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) leader PK.
Kunhalikutty to assert that a fi-
nal decision would be taken
only after the sub-committee
gave its report, exposing the
fault lines within the UDF. Oth-
er Muslim organisations, such
as the Samastha Kerala Jamiy-
yathul Ulama, have also been
vocal about their opposition.

These repeated flip-flops
made it evident that the go-
vernment was in a bind over
how to balance fiscal pru-
dence, coalition pressures,
and its ideological position on
the NEP.

Pros and cons
The Union Minister of State for
Education Jayant Chaudhary
once replied in the Rajya Sab-
ha, “States that do not sign the
MoU or withdraw from the
scheme stand to miss out on
these benefits of PM SHRI
scheme”. It has to be remem-
bered that Punjab had opted
out of the scheme in 2023, but
later went back on its decision
after the Union government
had frozen the funds.

On the other hand, there
are concerns about the curri-
culum. The PM SHRI Schools

Responsible Ministry

framework states that the cur-
riculum should follow the Na-
tional Curriculum Frame-
work/State Curriculum
Framework developed in ac-
cordance with new curricular
structure of the NEP. The
MoU, for its part, says that
States should implement all
the provisions of the NEP in its
entirety. According to the
NEP, States can prepare their
own curricula and textbooks,
incorporating the State’s de-
mands as needed. However, it
goes on to say, “while doing
s0, it must be borne in mind
that the NCERT curriculum
would be taken as the nation-
ally acceptable criterion.” Last
year, the former Minister for
General Education V. Sivan-
kutty had pointed out that the
Union government had de-
clared in 2022 that the objec-
tive of the Samagra Shiksha
scheme was to help imple-
ment the NEP.

Even if the Union govern-
ment does not appear to be in-
tervening in the curriculum of
the States at present, there is
apprehension that other inter-
ventions such as curriculum-
based programme implemen-
tation or prescription of teach-
ing-learning materials/
assessment patterns could
well be thrust upon them.

Other than taking the legal
route like Tamil Nadu did, the
UDF has the option of writing
to the Union government in-
sisting on the freedom to de-
cide its own curriculum. This
undoubtedly will expose it to
harsh criticism of allowing the
NEP to be smuggled into the
State. However, if it chooses
not to implement the PM
SHRI, it will lose out on crucial
federal funding.

Damned if they do and
damned if they don’t — that is
the UDF’s dilemma on the PM
SHRI scheme.

roshni.r.k@thehindu.co.in

04A8. The dilemma over PM
SHRI in Kerala

FIAT H PM SHRI QISTT &Y
CEREACL

PM SHRI
Scheme

e PM SHRI stands for PM
Schools for Rising India.

e Itisa Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of the
Government of India for
developing selected existing
government schools into high-
quality exemplar institutions that
demonstrate the implementation
of the National Education
Policy, 2020.

Announcement and
Launch

e The scheme was
announced by the Prime Minister
on 5 September 2022, on the
occasion of Teachers’ Day.

e The Union Cabinet
approved the scheme on 7
September 2022.

e The scheme is being
implemented for a five-year
period from 2022-23 to 2026-27.

e The scheme is administered by the Department of School Education and Literacy,
under the Ministry of Education, Government of India.

¢ Implementation is undertaken through the existing administrative structures of
Samagra Shiksha, the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, the Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti, State and Union Territory governments, and local bodies.
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Nature of the Scheme

The ordinary Centre—State funding ratio is 60:40.

The ratio is 90:10 for the North-Eastern and Himalayan States and the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

The Central Government bears 100 per cent of the expenditure for Union
Territories without legislatures.

Central Aim

The central aim is to qualitatively strengthen more than 14,500 existing schools and
develop them as model institutions that embody the principles of the National
Education Policy, 2020.

These schools are expected to demonstrate modern infrastructure, inclusive
education, innovative teaching, competency-based learning, environmental
sustainability and strong community participation.

They are also expected to mentor neighbouring schools and spread effective practices
throughout the local school system.

Eligible Schools

Only selected existing schools are upgraded under the scheme.

Eligible institutions include schools managed by the Central Government, State
Governments, Union Territory administrations and local bodies.

Kendriya Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas are also covered.

Eligible schools must possess a valid UDISE+ code.

Elementary schools covering Classes |-V or I-VIII and secondary or senior-
secondary schools covering combinations such as Classes 1-X, I-XII, VI-X or VI-
X1l may be considered.

For Kendriya Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, eligible institutions
generally include non-project schools functioning from permanent buildings.

Selection Process

Schools are selected through a Challenge Mode, under which eligible schools
compete for inclusion.

In the first stage, the State or Union Territory signs a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Union Government, committing itself to the implementation of the National
Education Policy, 2020.

In the second stage, an eligible pool of schools is identified on the basis of minimum
benchmarks and UDISE+ data.

In the third stage, eligible schools apply through the portal and demonstrate
fulfilment of prescribed conditions.

The claims made by schools are verified through physical inspection by State
authorities, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan or Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti.
Geo-tagging is used for selection and monitoring, with technical support from
BISAG-N.
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Budget and Financial Outlay

e The approved total project cost is 27,360 crore for the five-year period from 2022—
23 to 2026-27.

e The Central Government’s share is ¥18,128 crore.

e The combined State share is estimated at 9,232 crore.

e The financial support is intended to strengthen existing schools rather than create an
entirely separate parallel school system.
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FIFA ’oul

Football's governing body must
embrace fairness, not chase profit

he collapse of FIFA’s controversial plan

that would have helped private investors

benefit from the World Cup and other
flagship competitions represents the latest hit to
the global body’s reputation. In the aftermath of
the 2026 World Cup, FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino hurriedly put together strategies to form the
FIFA Forward Enterprise (FFE) to consolidate all
revenue-generating operations, and invite priv-
ate bodies to hold non-controlling stakes in the
body. But this elicited enormous backlash from a
number of FIFA’s 211 member associations, with
European governing body UEFA even declaring
that its 55 members would boycott the World
Cup. Europe is football’s nerve-centre, and with
the Asian Football Confederation and players’
union FIFPRO also expressing apprehensions,
and one of Mr. Infantino’s senior advisers quitting
in protest, the scheme was a non-starter. The epi-
sode has also reduced Mr. Infantino’s standing,
especially after the controversy-ridden World
Cup, where political interference by the U.S. —
one of the co-hosts — and rampant commerciali-
sation severely diminished ‘the beautiful game’.
The now-shelved FFE was to be backed by a ven-
ture capitalist with familial ties to U.S. President
Donald Trump, making the whole deal all the
more suspect. The 2027 FIFA election, where Mr.
Infantino was expected to be re-elected for a
third full term, is no longer a cake-walk.

The saga has brought back into focus the con-
flict at the heart of FIFA's functioning and the pa-
tronage politics it enables. FIFA is the global reg-
ulator of the sport, and ideally, its commercial
wing should be kept at an arm’s length. However,
the organisation’s structure is such that the reve-
nue generated is often used as leverage to extract
favour. As a non-profit, FIFA is duty-bound to re-
distribute income amongst its members, but pre-
sidents — past and present — have turned it into a
vote-catching tool to hold on to power. To ap-
prove the FFE project, FIFA had reportedly of-
fered each of its members $20 million upfront,
and a direct beneficiary of this would have been
Mr. Infantino at next year’s election, for every as-
sociation has one vote. However, history shows
that moves to use legacy tournaments for self-ag-
grandisement are bound to fail. In 2018, the Inter-
national Tennis Federation entered into a 25-
year, $3 billion partnership with a private invest-
ment firm to re-jig the over-a-century-old Davis
Cup, with the promise of extra money for the
game’s global development. That agreement last-
ed just five years, with the shift from the tradi-
tional home-and-away format deeply unpopular
and considered soul-shattering to the sport. It is
time FIFA re-inculcates fairness, embraces con-
sensus and shuns its president’s unilateralism.
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04A8. FIFA Foul
BIHT Y TH

o The collapse of FIFA’s controversial plan that would have helped
private investors benefit from the World Cup and other flagship
competitions represents the latest hit to the global body’s reputation.

et HT 39 Aarereae AT F1 Awd glar, St fael fAders! o g F9
T 3w yoE wiaafaransit & emenfead gler 7 Fgradr &, dRaew deur

IfASaT T ST FAdTdH 3TeTd 1

¢ In the aftermath of the 2026 World Cup, FIFA president Gianni
Infantino hurriedly put together strategies to form the FIFA Forward
Enterprise (FFE) to consolidate all revenue-generating operations, and
invite private bodies to hold non-controlling stakes in the body.

2026 fared w9 & dTe, BT & 3regeT ol s=bfreal o ol Torea-gotet
arfafaferat &1 Thred e auT forstt @t 1 Horos # IR-fag=orer
R T@a F AT BIBT BIRasS TeIWS (FFE) & I3+ i 0 faar
ferar & IR |

e Butthis elicited enormous backlash from a number of FIFA’s 211
member associations, with European governing body UEFA even
declaring that its 55 members would boycott the World Cup.

T 58 TETd o fa%ets I & 211 Wewd |l & § 3eieh o ey farer
e fohaT, Ig1 e fob ZUAT ATE fo¥ehrd JEUHT (UEFA) & BT oY &1
o 38 55 T 42T FT FT IRHR HLT|

e Europe is football’s nerve-centre, and with the Asian Football
Confederation and players’ union FIFPRO also expressing
apprehensions, and one of Mr. Infantino’s senior advisers quitting in
protest, the scheme was a non-starter.

AT Pesllel T &g g, AR 7o TR Feata o, [@enfsai & dorea
FIFPRO ¥ 8 3T9aiT 31T2ihTV e i a2 4t ethfees & Teh aRss
HeNghR o faIeFa®q €A ¢ 13T, d9 Ig ATl URFH gled & Ugel g

A &l TS|

e The episode has also reduced Mr. Infantino’s standing,
especially after the controversy-ridden World Cup, where political
interference by the U.S. — one of the co-hosts — and rampant
commercialisation severely diminished ‘the beautiful game’.

S ThI0T o A Sethieeall T Ufarsar T 3 e T feam, TAdveae 39
faareared faeg %9 & a1, STET Tg-AaTl 7 & Teh JFARST & Ter=iias

FEARNT TUT I TR SATTAIAFIOT o FeI Wel' T ITRAT Y IR T & A F 2T

e The now-shelved FFE was to be backed by a venture capitalist with familial ties to U.S.
President Donald Trump, making the whole deal all the more suspect.

379 TYTIN T ST el FFE Frofall bt T FeX FiRrefaee 1 aadis ured gie o, foeh s
Tregafer SeTes e & IRAR & Ty &, foed g wasitar 31 3ifRes @egrede o= aram|

e FIFA is the global regulator of the sport, and ideally, its commercial wing should be kept at

an arm’s length.

BIGT 5T Wl T aTRaeh AT &, 3R 3Meel § F 30 Aaa@i&As THET T 34k AT Sl

W 37197 QT ST AT

o However, the organisation’s structure is such that the revenue generated is often used as
leverage to extract favour.
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T HaTSeT Sht TEAT U & o 31TSTeT TSI T SUGNT UIT: T STofat R HeTHerar Jred Fat

F I & & F FAT ST B

e To approve the FFE project, FIFA had reportedly offered each of its members $20 million
upfront, and a direct beneficiary of this would have been Mr. Infantino at next year’s election,

for every ass

ociation has one vote.

AT ST & fob FRE aREYSTT a0l Ediepfal feitet & forw 1T o 319+ Gedeh He e &1 311 &9

U 2 FNZ AN ST o7 T TEATT TGN AT, 3R BT TeI&T o1 Tl a§ o Foilay 3 A

gethfreal I AT, Fife I T T9 & ITd UF Ad eIdT g |

o However, history shows that moves to use legacy tournaments for self-aggrandisement

are bound to

fail.

greliteh, i I goffdr & T e wfaafranst 1 3uater Fa-yar & fow we & v
3idd: AT g gid
e In 2018, the International Tennis Federation entered into a 25-year, $3 billion partnership

with a private investment firm to re-jig the over-a-century-old Davis Cup, with the promise
of extra money for the game’s global development.

2018 F HAWTSEY AW AT o Wl & 3Rgeh A & o 1faRera g=7 3ucsy = F arg
& a1y, Tt a¥ & 3 G AT FI o TS g Teh forsit forarer et & @y 25 ad v 3 3e

AN SR

I ATSIGRY T |

Why has PoK erupted in protests?

How did demands over prices evolve into a movement for greater political representation in PoK? How has Islamabad responded to the protests? What has India

said about the unrest? How have international rights groups and overseas Kashmiris reacted to the crackdown?

EXPLAINER

Kallol Bhattacherjee

The story so far:
immering discontent over
inflation, lack of accountability
and opaque governance in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
has escalated into a violent crackdown by
Pakistani security forces over the past
week, leaving dozens dead and many
more injured. Security forces have
reportedly used assault weapons and
sniper fire against protesters gathered in
the main squares of cities such as
Rawalakot and Muzaffarabad to oppose
the three-phase election currently under
way in PoK. The Jammu Kashmir Joint
Awami Action Committee (JKJAAC),
which has been leading the protests,
claims that more than 50 people have
been killed over the past week as
demonstrations continue against what it
alleges is a rigged election process.

Why are protests taking place in PoK?
PoK is caught between an
establishment-backed election and a
popular political movement opposing the
political basis of that election. The JKJAAC
has been protesting peacefully in
Rawalakot, Muzaffarabad, and other
locations in the region seeking to build a
more representative political system in
PoK. The three-phase elections started on
July 27 and will conclude on August 11.
The movement, which emerged after
the COVID-19 pandemic to curb the prices
of essential items, has evolved over the
years into a protest against the lack of
political representation for the local
population in the PoK legislature. The
legislature of PoK has a total of 53 seats,
out of which 45 are elected, and eight are
nominated. But because of historical
reasons, 12 seats out of the 45 are
reserved for refugees of Indian Jammu
and Kashmir who migrated after 1947. In
elections for these 12 seats, refugee voters
located outside PoK cast their ballots.
Locals claim that the reserved seats

e

reduce representation of communities
from the region and allow Islamabad to
override local concerns.

As the authorities proceeded with the
election process without addressing the
demand for removing the reserved seats,
the JKJAAC called for a “long march”.
Though the authorities have responded
with a harsh crackdown, the protesters
have shown that they are not going away
anytime soon as they have managed to
sustain the protests for months. The
protest received new momentum after a
PhD scholar, Osama Jaleel, of
Quaid-e-Azam University in Islamabad,
was reportedly killed in police firing in
Rawalakot. Before his death, Osama Jaleel
had been noted on the Internet for his
fiery speeches in the protest meetings in
Rawalakot. The JKJAAC claims that a total
of 86 persons have died in the security
crackdown till July 31.

How is the political relation between
Islamabad and PoK?

The federal government of Pakistan has
had a complicated relationship with the
region for years, as mainstream political
parties such as the Pakistan Peoples Party
and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz have
not been able to fulfil the developmental
aspirations of the people of PoK. In recent
days, however, the situation has
worsened following comments by leading

Supporters of the banned Joint Awami Action Committee, an alliance of civil society groups, start a fire
to block a road during a protest in Muzaffarabad. REUTERS

— L S

figures within the establishment about the
protesters. Pakistan Defence Minister
Khwaja Asif incensed public sentiments
by referring to the protesters as “enemies
just like Indians”. The main complaint is
that the mainstream political parties in
Islamabad have not met the region’s
developmental needs. Locals allege that
they have been neglected by Islamabad,
echoing many of the same complaints
long voiced by residents of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, where
protests and insurgencies have continued
for decades. The second phase of polling
on August 2 drew allegations of
irregularities and rigging.

What has India said about the
Rawalakot protests?

Over the past few months, the Ministry of
External Affairs has repeatedly
condemned the use of harsh methods
against protesters in Rawalakot and in
other parts of PoK. On July 31, the
Ministry of External Affairs blamed the
‘Pakistani Establishment * and said: “This
crackdown has resulted in the tragic
death of over 40 civilians and serious
injuries to many. Its absolute disdain for
the innocent people of PoJK was laid bare
when their Defence Minister branded the
protesting civilians as enemies.” Adding to
this, the Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on Political Affairs openly

admitted that the very ‘mujahideen’ that
the Pak establishment trained, armed and
sent to bleed India have now turned their
guns inward, weaponising themselves
against the state.

Mirwaiz Dr. Umar Farooq has
expressed “deep concern” over the unrest
across the LoC and called for dialogue.
“We are deeply anguished by the
continuing unrest and tragic loss of
precious lives during the past month and
a half;” said Umar Farooq. The JKJAAC has
opposed India’s remarks, and in a
statement on June 24, the group said it
“firmly rejects any attempt by India to
interpret, appropriate, or project the
current situation in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir in support of its own claims or
geopolitical positions. The present civil
rights movement is neither a proxy nor an
extension of interstate rivalries. Any such
characterisation is both inaccurate and
misleading.”

Is there a strategic dimension?

The protests have been concentrated in
Rawalakot, which lies along the Line of
Control, and Pakistan’s response so far
shows it will not tolerate instability in a
region of primary importance to its
security.

The strategic dimension of the
disturbances can be assessed by the fact
that Kotli, Muzaffarabad and Rawalakot —
the areas where protests have taken place
hosted terror-related targets that India
had claimed to have hit in the May 2025
Operation Sindoor.

Apart from India, Amnesty
International and influential leaders in the
U.K. have also called for restraint from the
Pakistani establishment. Responding to
the existing communication blackout in
PoK, Amnesty has said: “We urge the
Pakistani authorities to restore all
communications access and allow media
and independent observers into the area.”
Non-resident Mirpuri Kashmiris, who
have a strong community-level presence
in the U.K., have started an online
campaign to restrain Pakistan’s security
establishment from continuing with the
repressive measures.
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A movement that began over
rising prices has evolved into ¢
campaign against the PoK
election process, with the
JKJAAC demanding the
removal of 12 reserved seats
that it says undermine local
representation.

v

Protests have intensified amic
allegations of election rigging
and a deadly security
crackdown; Pakistan’s
response has drawn criticism
from India, Amnesty
International and U.K-based
Kashmiri groups.
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04A8. Why has PoK erupted in protests?
uifdEare A FAR (PoK) F e yeeker 74t orsw 33 37

Simmering discontent over inflation, lack of accountability and opaque governance in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) has escalated into a violent crackdown by Pakistani
security forces over the past week, leaving dozens dead and many more injured.

uifehEdre AftFa FHR (PoK) 7 AFME, TAEEE Y FAT TAT IR 2AAeT qaEUT FHY AN
o THI § G TgT AT TS HOlTg IIREATAT AT il b feeieh hRars & el ardy,
mﬁman?ﬁaﬁrﬂgéama»—émwgm

Security forces have reportedly used assault weapons and sniper fire against protesters

gathered in the main squares of cities such as Rawalakot and Muzaffarabad to oppose the
three-phase election currently under way in PoK.

Rallet o 31ER, TaamhIe 3R AAFHIEIE S e o FET Tt H cer-aofy gara & fairer &
T FeLAehRET TR FR&T Felt o Jrdtee §AARY 3R TR Mt 1 392 R
The Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee (JKJAAC), which has been leading

the protests, claims that more than 50 people have been killed over the past week as
demonstrations continue against what it alleges is a rigged election process.

el T SAccd X TG AFA-FHRAR S5 IHATHT TFAT FAL (JKIAAC) FTgrar g foh Toer
HCTg 50 & T ST BT 7o & T &, FITh TS o @R Grereiiqor gara afsmar &
faeeer veete ot &1

Why are protests taking place in PoK?

PoK & R vedw s @Y w7

PoK is caught between an establishment-backed election and a popular political movement
opposing the political basis of that election.

qIfRETe 3 FeHR (PoK) Teh 3R el wiassTe FAfda gama 3R ga@dl 31X 39 gera &
Mﬁamwmmmm-ma:m%mgwm

The JKJAAC has been protesting peacefully in Rawalakot, Muzaffarabad, and other
locations in the region seeking to build a more representative political system in PoK.

JKIAAC TaETIE, HAFHIETE AT 33 &11 7 MTAIROT yedieT < 16T & 3R PoK # 3iftren
gfafa e arel Tatelfces caae i #ieT T T 5|

The three-phase elections started on July 27 and will conclude on August 11.
efer- =R AT 27 S & TREE §U 3R 11 39 T FATCA gt

The movement, which emerged after the COVID-19 pandemic to curb the prices of essential
items, has evolved over the years into a protest against the lack of political representation
for the local population in the PoK legislature.

Ig Hialole, S FIAS-19 FETARY o dle AT TE3HT hT P T FAATIT et Y HaT o6
T L& EHT AT, A & Y PoK femerasin 7 Fureira wet & sreifae sfafafle o v &
fawer 3rictere # Sger ol

The legislature of PoK has a total of 53 seats, out of which 45 are elected, and eight are
nominated.

PoK T fatr=astr & el 53 HIE 8, f5ia7a & 45 foraifara qar 3ms #alia &

But because of historical reasons, 12 seats out of the 45 are reserved for refugees of Indian
Jammu and Kashmir who migrated after 1947.

fhe] UfTETRAsh RO F 45 Wl 7 4 12 HE SR S HeAR @ 1947 & a1 faeunfia
eRonit & o 3mfaa &
In elections for these 12 seats, refugee voters located outside PoK cast their ballots.

goT 12 Hiek o geira & PoK o STgR T61 dTel QRUMAT HAGTAT HeeTol il & |
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Locals claim that the reserved seats reduce representation of communities from the region
and allow Islamabad to override local concerns.

AT St 7 e @ T amfara @ & geert & gfafafics i wa e § qur seamrmae
Y TATAY FIAT3HT 7R gTell it T HEET il &

As the authorities proceeded with the election process without addressing the demand for
removing the reserved seats, the JKJAAC called for a “long march”.

ST SRR o A #iel wr Trred e A Afer ) TR frv e gera gfar 3wt g,
a9 JKIAAC o "dleaT A" T e |

Though the authorities have responded with a harsh crackdown, the protesters have shown
that they are not going away anytime soon as they have managed to sustain the protests for
months.

T JTARINAT 7 FOR gATHS FRATE HT ¢, T 1 Teiaeriar g feamr § & o ofer
fIS gt ATl o781 & 3R 3 g AT § 3TeTeleT TR WA H el @ B

The protest received new momentum after a PhD scholar, Osama Jaleel, of Quaid-e-Azam
University in Islamabad, was reportedly killed in police firing in Rawalakot.

FEATATEIG T HTIG-T-3Tor Fareafagamera & dread atemet siramn srefter i waemie 7
T G MY 7 7 o dTe; JTSTeleT i 42T Fof e

Before his death, Osama Jaleel had been noted on the Internet for his fiery speeches in the
protest meetings in Rawalakot.

Hcg @ Tgel AHATAT STeltel I@elTehle T faTer T3 7 39 SiRfer $T9UTl & HROT SeXaAe T

BIEGE]

The JKJAAC claims that a total of 86 persons have died in the security crackdown till July
31.

JKIAAC T grar & 7o 31 ST cleh GR&T Sell T HRATS H Fel 86 AN hT 7Y &1 I ¢

How is the political relation between Islamabad and PoK?

SEAHETE 31X PoK & 1 o= ifas Gaer &7

The federal government of Pakistan has had a complicated relationship with the region for
years, as mainstream political parties such as the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) have not been able to fulfil the developmental
aspirations of the people of PoK.

TIfREATe Y W THR T 58 &7 & AT aN § SIfeol Faer 1T &, Fifeh aferear diqew aréf
(PPP) 3R wifSter Af¥ersr dfiar-aratst (PML-N) SIE HEHERT T Tsfeilfcish qriedr PoK & et
T frprar waeht TRIETAT Y IR A F T AET W &

In recent days, however, the situation has worsened following comments by leading figures
within the establishment about the protesters.

gTer o feail 3 TiT YTcrsaTel o Jad A3 SaRT FeaTeh Rt o) v 15 feedforat & are feufa
3R RF TR g TS B

Pakistan Defence Minister Khawaja Asif incensed public sentiments by referring to the
protesters as “enemies just like Indians”.

TIFREATE & T&TT HoAY TaTaT HTFAE o TRl i " HRAIAT Y aE GAaT” dcdlan]
SAHTGATT &Y 3R 95T fem|

The main complaint is that the mainstream political parties in Islamabad have not met the
region’s developmental needs.

&Y AR TE & o STAATEIG hT HEAURT 1 Astellfcish IIEar &1 T farspre waeh
ITERIHATHT T G A H et @1 £

Locals allege that they have been neglected by Islamabad, echoing many of the same

complaints long voiced by residents of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, where
protests and insurgencies have continued for decades.
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AT 9T T 3RIY § T3 SETATAIG o 3oTeh! 30T T &, S @a IE&ar&ar iR FefaedrT &
foranfret o o T & 3o7S 11 T FAT RPrat Fr Rgh §, et gt § e wgder
3R fage SR &

e The second phase of polling on August 2 drew allegations of irregularities and rigging.

2 3ITEC Y EU HeTGTT & GaY T0T H A fAafAeresit FT aierel & 3T e@me 10|

What Has India Said About the Rawalakot Protests?
Taereie fA0Er yeRial 9T TR of 4T FaT1 82

e Over the past few months, the Ministry of External Affairs has repeatedly condemned the
use of harsh methods against protesters in Rawalakot and in other parts of PoK.

od Fo AT 7 e #Arey A Taarhle TUT qifiFedr AftFHd FAR (PoK) & 3= s &
TEAARIRAT & fasey FOR dleht & JANT dH TR-aR fiar I |

e On July 31, the Ministry of External Affairs blamed the ‘Pakistani Establishment’ and
said: “This crackdown has resulted in the tragic death of over 40 civilians and serious injuries

to many. Its absolute disdain for the innocent people of PoJK was laid bare when their
Defence Minister branded the protesting civilians as enemies.”

31 SIT§ o fader #arery o ‘qifhEdre gar gfavstr afra’l@rmg@ao—err, “TH GHATCHS
FRATS & IRUTHAETTET 40 #mmﬁ@aﬂﬁéammmﬁmmﬁw
BU &| TIfhEerer HfAHd SIFA-HRAR (PoJK) & fAafy At & i 3aept qoT foREpR o ¥ase &
AT ST 3k T&TT HAY o TG LADRY ARTRERT T T AR FeT|”

e Adding to this, the Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Political Affairs openly admitted
that the very ‘mujahideen’ that the Pak establishment trained, armed and sent to bleed
India have now turned their guns inward, weaponising themselves against the state.

0% 3TTaRad, Te=fas AT IR AN F LAY TgEF o gdaiias &9 & &R har 6
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et ‘Fenfedler @1 afdhedret war gfassre = JfaTd fohar, AR QU 3R Ra & faeee fsm
oIT, F 3T 379 & T & Faeeer gfAIR 3o/t 36 & s o5 |

Mirwaiz Dr. Umar Farooq has expressed “deep concern” over the unrest across the LoC
and called for dialogue.

ATt 3. 3AT I o FAF01 3@ (LoC) & IR SR 3Ry R “ITe Y i1 ook et g
AT &7 JHTEdT fhar gl

“We are deeply anguished by the continuing unrest and tragic loss of precious lives during the
past month and a half,” said Umar Farooq.

AT B oF gl “ﬁtﬁf%@ﬂ@ﬁﬁaﬁywﬁrﬁqga«vu HioTa ShaeT i gae &1fd & gA
FAad AT gl”

The JKJAAC has opposed India’s remarks, and in a statement on June 24, the group said it
“firmly rejects any attempt by India to interpret, appropriate, or project the current situation in
Azad Jammu and Kashmir in support of its own claims or geopolitical positions. The present

civil rights movement is neither a proxy nor an extension of interstate rivalries. Any such
characterisation is both inaccurate and misleading.”

FHATTHT (JKIAAC) & SR T feeafOrat 1 faxier foram § IR 24 ST 1 SIRY Ueh ST & shgl
T a8 “HRA SaRT HTSATG TFH-FHAR T acioT=T [Fgfer hr odr ot ofr e, geqgia ar 39T
I ol U IEAHR HIAT &, ToTHAT 3EGT 3191 Gral AT §-TSTeil(cieh GToeehiuT Sl HHYT el
&1 IIHTT AR FTARR e 7 ar oY F1 gfafa i sficres § 3R 7 & R
gfdede fadr & faear | var &g 8t e geade AR s g1

Is There a Strategic Dimension?

FUT 3T PIS T0TAIR 3TATH &2

The protests have been concentrated in Rawalakot, which lies along the Line of Control,
and Pakistan’s response so far shows it will not tolerate instability in a region of primary
importance to its security.

A weeler AEga: T@arsle 7 hied I8 €, St fad=or 3@ (Line of Control) & faeshe ffUd g,
3R 31 b aTferaTer i fcifshar g STl & foh a8 379+ GRaTr o fov Hcdd Ageayur 39 &1
# AT I FAIFR 76T |

The strategic dimension of the disturbances can be assessed by the fact that Kotli,
Muzaffarabad and Rawalakot — the areas where protests have taken place — hosted
terror-related targets that India had claimed to have hit in the May 2025 Operation
Sindoor.

ST 31T T3 o 0TI JTATH T 3TTehold 30 a0 ¥ fohar ST @ahar g f Fest,
AAFHIETE 3R IGATHIE—TET 3 Fedie gu—a ae) 617 § Sfel Rud ardware-daeh fswmt o
HR o 7E 2025 F TR AT & SNt ars &t 1 arar o 2|

Apart from India, Amnesty International and influential leaders in the U.K. have also called
for restraint from the Pakistani establishment.

HRA & HTART, THAE SexA AT AT FATSES hersa (T &) & FeTaemoel At o o
qifREdTe! T UfasaTel & HIH sl &1 3308 fhar gl
Responding to the existing communication blackout in PoK, Amnesty has said: “We urge

the Pakistani authorities to restore all communications access and allow media and
independent observers into the area.”

i AfAHA FHR (PoK) H TR HAR A T FTATHIT SHFd PR §T THATE o e,
“GH QTR JTAFIRET & 37797g Yl § foh & @l TaR aTU Got: gTel Y o #ifEam 3ik
TIAT TAQETHT T 5 &1F & FAU T 3HeTATT & 1"
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e Non-resident Mirpuri Kashmiris, who have a strong community-level presence in the U.K.,
have started an online campaign to restrain Pakistan’s security establishment from
continuing with the repressive measures.

Tt #ARd FeAN, TS gemses fharsa (3.%.) 3 Ao AeeTRis 39Tt €, seeie
qIfREaTeT & Y& TSIt I GHATHS IR I STRY T F Uehad & TNV Teh HTeTelgat
31T UREeT fRam B

Feature Pakistan’s Four ||Gilgit-Baltistan Pakistan-occupied
Provinces (GB) Kashmir (AJK/PoK)
Constitutional Province ||Yes No (_not formally a No
province)
lOwn Provincial Assembly|Yes IYes Yes |
o Yes (AJK Interim
Separate Constitution No No Constitution, 1974)
Representation in
Pakistan's National Yes No No
Assembly
Representation in
Pakistan's Senate Yes )" No
Official Position of Integral Sepa_rqte . Self-governlng territory
. ! administrative pending Kashmir
Pakistan provinces .
territory settlement

Iraqgi Kurdish leader calls on Syrian
President for talks on integration

04A8. Iraqi Kurdish leader calls on Syrian President
for talks on integration

THIFOT 9T ATaT & fT STt ¢ Aar o €S wegafa @
HeAThTd $1

Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa met Nechirvan Barzani, leader of
Iraq’s Kurdistan region, on Monday, according to official sources on
the issue of advancing an integration deal between Damascus and
Syria’s Kurds. Itis the first visit by the Kurdish leader to the capital
since the ouster of long-time ruler Bashar al-Assad in 2024. AFP

\Region/CountryHKurdish Population Distribution \
\Turkey HLargest Kurdish population, concentrated in southeastern Turkey \
Iran Westerp. provinces, especially Kordestan, Kermanshah and West

Azerbaijan
\Iraq HNorthern Iraq (Kurdistan Region: Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Duhok, Halabja) \
Syria Northern and northeastern Syria along the Turkish border |
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\Region/CountryHKurdish Population Distribution

Pakistan

No traditional Kurdish homeland; only a very small expatriate/refugee
community, mainly in large cities such as Islamabad, Karachi, and
Lahore, with no concentrated settlement. Estimates suggest only a few
hundred individuals.
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Hgeaqot @fast, aARE AafFd $Y smuriRrar
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The problem with India’s free trade agreement strategy

HRT T AFd SAIR TAFAIAT (FTA) 0TI Y THEAT
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India may extend tax breaks for contract manufacturing
#R 3regarer fAfAATor (Contract Manufacturing) & frT #3 ge sgrasare

04A8

ONGC to Reserve Half of Mangaluru Facility for Strategic Reserves

T FHrere Gl F1 3mur fRewT wEhfas R & fav gida @i

Critical minerals, the foundation of strategic power

ritical minerals have moved from the
C margins of resource policy to the centre of

industrial strategy and security. Lithium,
cobalt, nickel, graphite, copper and rare earth
elements are foundational to electric vehicles,
storage, renewable power, semiconductors,
defence and advanced manufacturing. As
decarbonisation and digitalisation accelerate,
mineral security is becoming as important as oil
once was. The global supply picture is
concentrated. For copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt,
graphite and rare earth elements, the average
market share of the top three refining countries
rose to 86% in 2024, from around 82% in 2020.
Incremental supply is tied to a few nodes:
Indonesia for nickel, and China for cobalt,
graphite and rare earths. China is the leading
refiner in 19 out of 20 strategic minerals with an
average market share of about 70%, making
minerals geopolitical, not merely commercial.

Geopolitical risk as a factor
Clean energy transitions will require minerals far
beyond today’s production systems. The current
copper project pipeline points to a potential 30%
supply shortfall by 2035. Lithium appears better
supplied in the near term but rising demand is
expected to drive the market into deficit by the
2030s. Rare earth demand will rise sharply as
wind power, electronics and magnets expand.
Geopolitical risk is compounding these
pressures. China’s rare earth export controls
announced in 2025 created concerns across
energy, automotive, defence, aerospace, Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and semiconductors. Major
economies are responding quickly. The European
Union (EU) Critical Raw Materials Act sets 2030
benchmarks of 10% domestic extraction, 40%
processing and 25% recycling, and no more than
65% from a single country. The United States is
diversifying supply chains through partnerships.
India’s clean energy and manufacturing
ambitions are mineral intensive. Under a net zero
scenario, cumulative demand for critical energy

d
Vinayak Vipul
Partner, Business

Consulting,
EY-Parthenon India

Critical mineral
security will
define India's
industrial and
strategic
trajectory

transition minerals could reach roughly 169
million tonnes by 2070, about 51% higher than
under a current policy pathway. Copper demand
will rise with power systems; rare earth demand
will grow with wind energy and advanced
manufacturing.

India has domestic potential, including
reserves of cobalt (44.9 million tonnes), copper
(163.9 million tonnes), graphite (211.6 million
tonnes) and nickel (189 million tonnes), along
with monazite deposits containing rare earth
oxides. Recycling could eventually meet up toa
quarter of copper and graphite demand by
mid-century. Yet, reserves have not ensured
supply security. India remains import dependent
for lithium, cobalt and nickel, while graphite and
China-dominated processing expose it to
disruption as demand scales. The critical gap is
processing and refining. India’s position differs
from the EU, the U.S. and Australia, which are
building integrated supply chains through
mandates, partnerships and processing
investments. India is still developing foundational
capability. While several minerals are processed
domestically, capacity and high-purity
production remain constrained. It has
bulk-mineral experience but still relies on imports
for high-purity critical mineral products.

This is where much value and vulnerability sit.
In 2024, China accounted for over 90% of rare
earths and graphite processing, nearly 75% of
cobalt and 70% of lithium chemicals. India must
build midstream capacity to participate
meaningfully in supply chain realignment.

Structural constraints

Several constraints slow progress. Exploration
remains relatively shallow, regulatory clearances
can be time-consuming, private participation is
limited and remote-region project economics are
challenging. Processing is a larger bottleneck:
India lacks some high-purity input facilities, while
copper and graphite face smelting, purification
and scale constraints. Recycling will play a role

but cannot substitute for primary supply in the
near term because feedstock, collection and
technology remain limited.

India’s policy response since 2023 marks a
shift. The government has identified 30 critical
minerals, strengthened regulatory frameworks,
and launched the National Critical Mineral
Mission to support the value chain. The mission
targets 1,200 domestic exploration projects by
2030-31, production of at least 15 critical
minerals, and acquisition of 50 overseas mining
assets by Indian companies. The Khanij Bidesh
India Limited (KABIL) has secured 15,703 hectares
in Argentina’s Catamarca province for lithium
exploration, while the 2026-27 Budget proposed
rare earth corridors in Odisha, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu. The India-U.S. critical
minerals and rare earths framework signed in
May 2026 provides an additional diplomatic lever.

Mission to execution

The next phase is execution. Processing and
refining must become a national industrial
priority, backed by infrastructure and targeted
incentives. Private capital needs better geological
data, predictable approvals and risk sharing.
India should also operationalise strategic
stockpiles for critical minerals, accelerate applied
research and development through industry
partnerships, scale domestic capabilities and
diversify overseas supply through trusted
partners and platforms.

India energy transition, electronics,
semiconductor, defence manufacturing, and
advanced industrialisation all depend on secure
mineral supplies. While individual policy
measures are necessary, they are insufficient. A
comprehensive strategy should establish
mineral-specific risk thresholds, integrate
recycling into supply planning, set measurable
milestones, and create a coordinated institutional
framework. The priority now is to convert
potential into capability and reduce strategic
vulnerability through sustained execution.

04A8. Critical minerals, the foundation of strategic power

Fgeaqor @ieer, AR afFa i srarfer

Critical minerals have moved from the margins of resource policy to the centre of industrial

strategy and security.
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Ageaqur @A (Critical Minerals) HaTeT #ifeY & HieAid ¥ fovemera site@ifre orehifar 3k
&I & el 7 3M AT
Lithium, cobalt, nickel, graphite, copper and rare earth elements are foundational to

electric vehicles, energy storage, renewable power, semiconductors, defence and
advanced manufacturing.

fafs, Faree, fada, Awrge, dlar (FTAR) TUT G &l dea (Rare Earth Elements)
FAfFes arga, FoT HEROT, ANHIONT FaiT, rerarerd! (AHFFR), TET AT Ieate AFAATOT T
TR g

As decarbonisation and digitalisation accelerate, mineral security is becoming as
important as oil once was.

S-S FTa-AfF (Decarbonisation) 3R fEfdreeliawor (Digitalisation) AT 81 ¢ &, @ferst
GUET 3T €1 FgearqoT el 511 T & FSrcietr haft et g3 Xm0l

The global supply picture is concentrated.

AfRae 3qfct e Fo WiHa St 7 HFea g

For copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt, graphite and rare earth elements, the average market
share of the top three refining countries rose to 86% in 2024, from around 82% in 2020.

arar, fafdasr, e, Fiaree, AwEe TUT g FaT dcat & v oY e aRsaor (Refining)
&oit & 37 STeR BTV 2020 & S9SN 82% W ST 2024 H 86% &Y TS |

Incremental supply is tied to a few nodes: Indonesia for nickel, and China for cobalt,
graphite and rare earths.

3ifarfere 3mgfel o AT el o R g—Fader & forw $8aRrn, qur Fiaree, dwmme 3R
oISt FyaT dcal & forw =

China is the leading refiner in 19 out of 20 strategic minerals with an average market share
of about 70%, making minerals geopolitical, not merely commercial.

et 20 7 F 19 TorEhfaw @forsit 1 g aReaoradt (Refiner) B, T 3itad o Rederdr
ST 70% &, Frad @iorst saer arfifsass a¢t afce sy-Tereifass faw off o= arv g

Geopolitical risk as a factor

TF FRE & T A - AT@T

Clean energy transitions will require minerals far beyond today’s production systems.
TITE FAT HHACT o [T TTHT ScdTest JonTorat T Joretl & el 1fere @iersit & aegendr
JE

The current copper project pipeline points to a potential 30% supply shortfall by 2035.
FIHT e TREAYSAT SIS 2035 T HHITAT 30% HTqfef Fat i 3T Fohel T ¢

Lithium appears better supplied in the near term but rising demand is expected to drive the
market into deficit by the 2030s.

fovene 3rafer & farflrarsr it 3mgfct 3rdemmehd ScR s &t &, e Sl AT & SROT 2030 &

G2 I dTSTR H el 3cUoe glel hl GHTIT g

Rare earth demand will rise sharply as wind power, electronics and magnets expand.
e Stt, SorEI R e a3 R 3 A gefer ajaT et 1 AT v ATy F e
Geopolitical risk is compounding these pressures.

Tl SR 3o calral ol 3R 3T daT @I 5|

China’s rare earth export controls announced in 2025 created concerns across energy,
automotive, defence, aerospace, Artificial Intelligence (Al) and semiconductors.

2025 # e et & geter Fa1 frafa for=ott & 35, sifraarge, T, vaedw, Fie
FEfAHT (Al) U FFFR ST H i ScdeeT A&
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Major economies are responding quickly.
YA 3T 30 R e 917 & gfafshar e @ el
The European Union (EU) Critical Raw Materials Act sets 2030 benchmarks of 10%

domestic extraction, 40% processing and 25% recycling, and no more than 65% from a
single country.

T W (EV) & fpfearar O #Rarew srfafaasr & 2030 @& 10% o] @etet, 40% THEHIT,
25% YeA<IshOT AT Fehel Teh =T TR 65% & 31Tereh foVeiRa o 1@et o ofed et fohar &1

The United States is diversifying supply chains through partnerships.

TgFd T HANGHT TRl & Aread § 39+ mafef sq@ansit 1 fafaefieor w3 w8
India’s clean energy and manufacturing ambitions are mineral intensive.

R ) Fa=a Fa1 a1 fAAATr Gt Agcampet 3caftes gfas-smenRa &)

Under a net zero scenario, cumulative demand for critical energy transition minerals could
reach roughly 169 million tonnes by 2070, about 51% higher than under a current policy
pathway.

AT ARY TRGRT & 3T FoiT WHACT & Heeaqor @iaAsit S Fer2ll AT 2070 TFeh IS 169
mwﬁqﬁmﬁ,ﬁmmmﬁﬁaﬁmﬁmﬂ%mgﬁm

Copper demand will rise with power systems; rare earth demand will grow with wind
energy and advanced manufacturing.

e yonfoarat & fawaR & |y aie &1 AT aeafl, STafe aet et iR 3o Rfasior & faedar
& T GersT HGT dedl T AeT 7 gfa gref|
India has domestic potential, including reserves of cobalt (44.9 million tonnes), copper

(163.9 million tonnes), graphite (211.6 million tonnes) and nickel (189 million tonnes),
along with monazite deposits containing rare earth oxides.

HRA & I Bl T TN Paree (44.9 A &), dier (163.9 fafeae &), dwmse (211.6
AT &) TuT faher (189 fATATET &) & $73R 3Uesy §, T1Y & ATse & U HeR o §
TSreTt geler ayan 3iteFaTss T o7 £

Recycling could eventually meet up to one-quarter of copper and graphite demand by mid-
century.

YAGHT (Recycling) & ATETH 8 § AATEAY & HEF oIeh did 3R ABISE T HIT T I Th-
=TS 8777 O AT ST HeheT B

Yet, reserves have not ensured supply security.

T o, shaeT $ISRT ehT STTetIcT o JTqfet AT Gl e w1t &1

India remains import dependent for lithium, cobalt and nickel, while graphite and China-
dominated processing expose it to disruption as demand scales.

R 3730 off e, FiaTee TuT Adha & T 3maa ) AR g, STafh dwse 3R Hia-geae
YHEFTOT YOI Sl HIIT o A1 3 Gl sFaeiel o @A & i Haeerelier 1t &1

The critical gap is processing and refining.
T T37 HAT FHEHIOT 31 IRSHI0T 677 7 &

India’s position differs from the EU, the U.S. and Australia, which are building integrated
supply chains through mandates, partnerships and processing investments.

AR 1 el TR wer, W U AR aur sifee o & e &, St Affaera graea,
HISACTRAT TAUT JEHERIOT A & ATCIH § Tehiehet 3MYfef @anmd fash ad ¥ @ &1
India is still developing foundational capability.

maﬁaﬁgﬁuﬁmﬁﬁmaﬁrmﬁ%ﬂ

While several minerals are processed domestically, capacity and high-purity production
remain constrained.

AT S WA T Bl Tk T TEHEROT FohaT STl &, T 8 &7 7T 3=- Qe Scuteet
3737 off AR Bl
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e It has bulk-mineral experience but still relies on imports for high-purity critical mineral

products.
IR 1 A WiAH & TEERIOT T 373 8, Foher] Ta-QQUaT aTer Ageaqur @fevsr 3cdmal &
forw ag 318t oft 3T R IR B

e This is where much value and vulnerability sit.
TET 9% 819 § S8l Had 3T Hod Havie iR Ha 31T Fagatelerar fAfga g1

e In 2024, China accounted for over 90% of rare earths and graphite processing, nearly 75%
of cobalt and 70% of lithium chemicals.

2024 # <7 T gelsT FaT dcal IR ABIFT THEHIOT A 90% A 3HTeeh, FTe THEHIOT H SIS
75%, a7 fofas TarR= 7 979191 70% fewar |

¢ India must build midstream capacity to participate meaningfully in supply chain
realignment.

8T T ATYfet sl & qae@eT (Supply Chain Realignment) # @rdieh $fierT giaAfReed
T & ToIT Fegadt THEHIOT &THAT (Midstream Capacity) &7 Tashr a1 g1em|

Structural Constraints
HIIATCHS aTeTe

e Several constraints slow progress.
S ITYTT JITTY T 31Ty opT AT T B

o Exploration remains relatively shallow, regulatory clearances can be time-consuming,
private participation is limited and remote-region project economics are challenging.

gfersr seawor 3180 o 3rdeTeha WA ¢, Frarerdrr wfgfaat ucd w & 31t @@y oo
Fehal 5, forslt av Y smeferdt DfAd & e gy & i afaieransit # snfie sqagriar
TR

e Processing is a larger bottleneck: India lacks some high-purity input facilities, while
copper and graphite face smelting, purification and scale constraints.

YEEROT Teh S31 14T ¥ | IR o o ITa-etrar gaqe Jraunait &1 37817a &, Stafen diar 3l
ABIST o &1 & e, PG fAFIOT T aFar avaran dareh qrent Alere €1

e Recycling will play a role but cannot substitute for primary supply in the near term because
feedstock, collection and technology remain limited.

YO Hgca ot 31{HehT fermuan, foheq fehe sifasg & gg wrrfde mqfct 1 faehed =7gT 5=
Hehell, Fifeh Fod AT, HAGUT SAGEYT TAUT TIGAAAY T 3Trstrar 3rf off AAT &

¢ India’s policy response since 2023 marks a shift.
2023 & §TE § R T hfcare wfafshar v Ageaqot gRacs @I gl &1

e The government has identified 30 critical minerals, strengthened regulatory frameworks,
and launched the National Critical Mineral Mission to support the value chain.

IHR & 30 Ageaqot WiaAsi 1 vgrel 1 &, AT are 1 Yoo fohar & aur e A@ar &1
FHY 3o o ToIT Uy Ageaqr @it frerer g fhar g |

e The mission targets 1,200 domestic exploration projects by 2030-31, production of at least
15 critical minerals, and acquisition of 50 overseas mining assets by Indian companies.

39 fAereT &1 @18 2030-31 A& 1,200 TR HA90T TRASFATE, HH-V-FA 15 Ageaqor @ferat

T 3cUTC dAT ARAT Hafaar ganrT 50 fagelt @erer aiwafaa 1 sifReogor )

¢ The Khanij Bidesh India Limited (KABIL) has secured 15,703 hectares in Argentina’s
Catamarca province for lithium exploration, while the 2026-27 Budget proposed rare
earth corridors in Odisha, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.

@fersr fager sf2ar fAf@es (KABIL) & fAfas 3r=awor & fav 3retéar & et yid & 15,703
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I &1 QRIATd fhar g, STafeh 2026-27 & Te & T3, HIA, AT Fewr U1 ARy H
getsT F7aT ATARIRT (AR e FINSK) 1 T&clra foham I &

e The India-U.S. critical minerals and rare earths framework signed in May 2026 provides
an additional diplomatic lever.

H§ 2026 A gEAETRd HRA-IFANFT Hgeaqor @fersr va geler a1 TR@T veh ITaRed Feadlfas
|IEE Yol FA §

Mission to Execution

e ¥ fFaeaas a&

e The next phase is execution.
313Tel TROT fhdTea e FI ¢

e Processing and refining must become a national industrial priority, backed by
infrastructure and targeted incentives.

TEERIOT 3R aReierst 37 sraatae a7 aftia Wieamgel & A & @y T s
QrIfAFAT 737 SATAT AT
e Private capital needs better geological data, predictable approvals and risk sharing.
forsit §5ft o1 Sge spenfars Jifarst, qalaay Thgfaat qur sHfEw-amsterY 1 3raegshar ¢
¢ India should also operationalise strategic stockpiles for critical minerals, accelerate

applied research and development through industry partnerships, scale domestic
capabilities and diversify overseas supply through trusted partners and platforms.

HR T Ageaqur Giersit & [IT I0TAfAE SR T HTel, AT AHERAT & ACITH
TG T T I Y 911 S, W] 4TAAI3 T FATdR 7l T2 Fareawaiia artent
Td FHal & Aread & fadelt amqfe et o1 Rfdefeor aee i fawn 7w wer @i

¢ India’s energy transition, electronics, semiconductor, defence manufacturing, and
advanced industrialisation all depend on secure mineral supplies.

HI T ST FHAVT, FAFeiaad, taras (FHIesae), W8T AfaaTor gor 3ea sitgaefiaor
el TReTe wforer 3 o} R

e While individual policy measures are necessary, they are insufficient.
AT 3TTIT-3TT9T AT 3UTT 3T &, TR 91 I gfiee 7167 § 1

e A comprehensive strategy should establish mineral-specific risk thresholds, integrate

recycling into supply planning, set measurable milestones, and create a coordinated
institutional framework.

Teh ST (0T & @iorsr-fafirse @ ded fuiRa i sl arfge, gersmor @1 amgfet
it # Thiehd T St =nfe, Arvei s e fore smey anfye aar v wafead
HEATTA ot faen A fohar S anfgue|

e The priority now is to convert potential into capability and reduce strategic vulnerability
through sustained execution.

37 UTATRFIT THIGAT i &a77dT & IR d e U1 AR fhaeaae & Aaregs O weifas
HageTNedT T T et HT @it AR
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The problem with India’s free trade agreement strategy

India’s trade with key FTA partners such as the ASEAN countries has become increasingly import-driven, resulting in widening trade deficits

DATA POINT | - | e e .
| to a trade deficit in the case of Sin- | integration related to trade as a F P
gapore after signing the trade | percentage of gross trade declined Are the AS WO rk n g
Surendar Singh agreement, exhibiting weakening | from 37.13% to 34.38%, indicating The data for the charts were sourced from the International Trade Centre -

ver the past few years, In-
0 dia has shown great inter-

est in trade diplomacy to
promote its economic and strateg-
ic interests. India’s new founded
enthusiasm in external engage-
ment has culminated in Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) with the UAE,
Australia, Oman, the UK., the Eu-
ropean Union, and most recently,
New Zealand. Its imperative to en-
hance market access continues to
extend the reach of its trade archi-
tecture through ongoing trade
talks with the U.S., Gulf countries
and Canada, highlighting a deci-
sive shift towards bilateralism as a

India’s trade surplus has turned in-

export competitiveness.

India’s export performance
across its major Asian FTA partn-
ers such as ASEAN, Japan, South
Korea and Singapore reveals an in-
triguing picture — its underperfor-
mance. India’s share of the import
basket among FTA partners has
either stagnated or gradually erod-
ed between 2012 to 2025, indicat-
ing a weakening in its export com-
petitiveness post-FTAs. The most
striking decline is in the case of
ASEAN countries where India’s
share of ASEAN’s import basket
dropped from 3.42% to 1.71% while
in the case of Singapore, the im-
port share declined from 2.27% to

teresting to note that India’s GVC

that India’s integration in GVC net-
works has actually weakened. In-
dia’s GVC trade as a share of gross
trade with its FTA partners has de-
clined in the case of South Korea,
Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Viet-
nam, and Cambodia. Only in the
case of Malaysia, Singapore and
Philippines, has it increased.
These trends demonstrate that
India’s FTAs have not translated in-
to broad-based GVC integration.
This evidence challenges the con-
ventional assumption that FTAs
automatically foster GVC integra-
tion through trade liberalisation.
Moreover, it raises questions about
the proposition that deeper com-
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TABLE 1: India's trade with key FTA partners (in § billions)

Indicator | 2012 | 2015 | 2018 | 2021 | 2024 | 2025

vehicle of market access, value | 1.71%. Similarly, India’s share in | mitments to market access and Expart 323 | 2635 | 3625 | 4068 | 4271 | 3596
chain integration and economic | South Korea’s import basket has | regulatory harmonisation are, in ASEAN Impart 4274 | 4147 | 5751 | 64.84 | 8187 | 87.19
d_ynammm. Ther_e is an emerging Eieclmed f:rorn 1.33%}0 1.02% while themselve_s,' sulfﬁment to promote Trade balance | -1044 | -15.12 | 2126 | -24.16 | -39.16 | -51.23
view among policymakers, trade | its share in Japan's import basket | GVC participation. The contem-
dipl d litical - sh ixed d: li 5 d- Export 6.4 45 4.8 6.1 5.8 6.1
iplomats, and geopolitical ana: ows mixed trends. porary policy narrative surroun

lysts that FTAs are indispensable Collectively, these trends indi- | ingIndia’s new FTAs and their abil- Japan Import 12.4 96 126 | 144 189 20.9
instruments of economic state- | cate that instead qf leveragmg ity to integrate into GVCs raises st e | e | < | e | s || =53 || <o
craft. However, the enthusiasm on | trade agreements to integrate into | some critical questions.
enhanced market access through | regional production networks, In- Expart i a6 4.8 i1 & 5
trade agreements and Global Va- | dia is stuck on the margins of ma- | An assessment i“‘r“h Import 137 | 131 | 164 | 171 209 211
lue Chain (GVC) integration is | nufacturing-led trade integration. | The declining export shares and orea

s . s o P ot N . . P Trade balance 9.6 -9.48 | -11.62 | -9.97 | -14.98 | -15.12
founded on a set of implicit as- | The inability to capitalise on tariff | weakening GVC integration in the
sumptions and dominant narra- | preferences under the FTAs de- | case of India’s key FTA partners Export 13.6 78 10.5 0.7 157 0.7
tives that continue to maintain a | monstrates that market access | clearly highlight the limitations of Singapore | Import 78 74 145 | 182 | 208 237
striking analytical silence. The ar- | based on tariff elimination alone | considering FTAs primarily as in- o e ™ TR
gument that FTAs stimulate export | cannot compensate for weak dom- | struments of market access. It is fadebatance | > : - o ! e

growth and GVC integration war-
rants a far more nuanced view.

estic industrial capabilities, logisti-
cal inefficiencies, and infrastruc-
ture and operational constraints.

understandable that FTAs may en-
hance market access in certain
product categories, but their abili-

TABLE 2 : India's global value chain-related trade as a
share of gross trade with Asian FTA partners

The declining share
of GVC-related trade

Widening trade deficit India’s trade challenge is not fun- | ties to foster productive capabili- GVC integration in total trade with
India’s FTA experience with Asian | damentally about negotiating | ties is still contested. This essen- 2012 | 2020 | (Increase/Decrease) [SSRRNES
economies has not been favoura- | more FTAs but about strengthen- | tially means that India’s FTA - f;ar:"erf{::;":fal
ble. India’s trade with key FTA | ing domestic productive capabili- | strategy needs to move beyond the ~ _'ndenesia i || e RLLET e O]
partners such as the Association of | ties and associated impediments. | standard argument of market ac- Japan 41.07 | 2844 -12,63 been inadequate
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), | Without adequate industrial trans- | cess. It should focus on greater in- Malaysia 49.92 | 5026 0.34 to bolster India's
South Korea, Japan and Singapore | formation, FTAs risk becoming in- | teraction with the broader indus- [EEDIEL

Y . . . . . N South Korea 63.18 | 4158 -21.6 global production
has become increasingly import- | struments that increase import pe- | trial policy framework that networks. This
driven, resulting in widening trade | netration faster than export | emphasises technological upgrad- Thailand 48.32 | 4765 -0.67 evidence challenges
deficits. Data shows that India’s | competitiveness, thereby widen- | ing, strategic investment, supply Singapore 66.87 | 69.54 2.67 the conventional
trade deficit with ASEAN increased | ing asymmetrical trade outcomes | chain realignment, domestic value o w0 | 339 . Ii_sriurm:tmn that ’
sharply from $10.4 billion in 2012 | and structural vulnerabilities. addition and domestic reforms. o - - - s ;\t,%mauca 4
to $51.2 billion in 2025, driven by Moreover, FTAs are often pre- | Without such policies, FTAs are Vietnam 56.89 | 54.57 -2.32 integration through
rapidly rising imports. In the same | sented as GVC drivers, eliminating | likely to remain instruments of Cambodia 47.43 | 44.34 -3.09 trade liberalisation

manner, imports increased at a
much faster pace than exports in
the case of Japan and South Korea.

barriers to the development of
shared production arrangements
and industrial upgrading. It is in-

trade liberalisation that constrain
policy flexibilities rather than driv-
ers of industrial transformation.

The auther is an Associote Professor at Jindal School of Liberal Arts and Humanities,
0.P Jindal Global University, Sonipat. Views are personal

04A8. The problem with India’s free trade agreement strategy

HRT Y FeFel SR FASAT (FTA) 0TI 1 qaAEam

e Over the past few years, India has shown great interest in trade diplomacy to promote its

economic and strategic interests.
e $o aut # R o 39 i ToUT WARE fdl 1 Serar ¢ & foIv SR Feahfa
ey sy fers &1

e |ndia’s newfound enthusiasm in external engagement has culminated in Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) with the UAE, Australia, Oman, the U.K., the European Union, and
most recently, New Zealand.

STEY 3TTYeh FEIITAT o Uicl SRl T 71T 3cTe WIFA I IJHRTA (UAE), 3itee famm, aiamT,
Femses farsa (U.K.), ZOHRT @& (European Union) TT T &1 # #ghals & A1Y 7 49
gAslaY (Free Trade Agreements - FTAs) & &9 & AT 3T ¢
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Its imperative to enhance market access continues to extend the reach of its trade
architecture through ongoing trade talks with the U.S., Gulf countries and Canada,
highlighting a decisive shift towards bilateralism as a vehicle of market access, value chain
integration and economic dynamism.

qug"a (Market Access) aTel T 3T ehcll & HRUT HR HIFd Tsd FART (U.S)),
QTR AT TAT FATST F TATY Tl T SATIR ATATT & ATEIH T 3797 SR & (Trade
Architecture) &T fdEaR X T@T &, ST gfagafiar (Bilateralism) afrwqg;’zr e e
THIHIOT (Value Chain Integration) T ek ITTcrelierdll & Fo@ TEreT o &9 & TATAT el
gl

There is an emerging view among policymakers, trade diplomats, and geopolitical
analysts that FTAs are indispensable instruments of economic statecraft.

aAfa-fastanst, sarr feaifast aur sp-aerifas fedwsl & s a8 aRoT SRR T 6 qoFa
SR §ASS (FTAs) 3nfd& TsasdT (Economic Statecraft) & 3TIRERT AT &

However, the enthusiasm on enhanced market access through trade agreements and
Global Value Chain (GVC) integration is founded on a set of implicit assumptions and
dominant narratives that continue to maintain a striking analytical silence.

T SR FHgiidT quT 3w 7o 4@er (Global Value Chain - GVC) & THhIaUT & HTETH
ﬁa@r@mqfaaﬁrﬁma’rm%, qE $O Jidfeiied A= 3R 7 faerel w1
3R &, FieTehT farResuTIcAe Falet HIefpd A g3 ¢

The argument that FTAs stimulate export growth and GVC integration warrants a far more
nuanced view.

Ig T o HaFd AR FASAS (FTAs) o gefer 31 3Raw sea s[@en vhiaor &1 Wicaried
Y &, TR ATToleT 3R ITgeT TaReIvoT &l 31981 HicT &

Widening trade deficit
TG §IHT SATIR =eT

India’s FTA experience with Asian economies has not been favourable.
wfArTé srdeaawuait & AT R T HFd AR FASANAT (FTA) T 31137d 37eTehel T6T 6T 8|
India’s trade with key FTA partners such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN), South Korea, Japan and Singapore has become increasingly import-driven,
resulting in widening trade deficits.

3NfAATA (Association of Southeast Asian Nations - ASEAN), &f&or RIRT, STate Jar
AR S 7@ THET AHERY & ATY R T IR HITAR 3T HATA-TETeT gleir I €,

g TRUTHETEY S9N ©1eT 947 &1

Data shows that India’s trade deficit with ASEAN increased sharply from $10.4 billion in
2012 to $51.2 billion in 2025, driven by rapidly rising imports.

341”?@3?34@'\141?,amma%mmwwm2012:#10.4311?&@11#6@2025:#
51.2 3R ST g1 31T, ToTeehT T HROT 37T  cliel ge e T

In the same manner, imports increased at a much faster pace than exports in the case of
Japan and South Korea.

ST YRR SATATeT 3T ETAYOT FIRRAT o ATTer 7 o AT Y ey Ty hr Joreir 7 gl 3o oo
Gl

India’s trade surplus has turned into a trade deficit in the case of Singapore after signing
the trade agreement, exhibiting weakening export competitiveness.

SR FHS TR gEAER & d7e; FHIATYR o6 A1 HRT T SATIR LAY AR a1 3 sered 147,
S fraTa afaevsTesar & A @ gfar &1

India’s export performance across its major Asian FTA partners such as ASEAN, Japan,
South Korea and Singapore reveals an intriguing picture — its underperformance.
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3T, Smarer, gf@ror PRET Fr RATTR S 9o7@ TRIATS THAT AR & A1 IR 1
forTer YEeleT Toh Seal@eI d2g TEdd -l g—3TUaTIhd HHAGR e |

India’s share of the import basket among FTA partners has either stagnated or gradually
eroded between 2012 to 2025, indicating a weakening in its export competitiveness post-
FTAs.

2012 ¥ 2025 & 1T THET FEIERT & ATT TFhe H AR 1 Rl a7 ar 8w | § 3r7ar
M- Tedl 7€ ¥, Y THAT & a1¢ AR 1 raTa afaequicrsar J Sl &1 g S

The most striking decline is in the case of ASEAN countries where India’s share of ASEAN’s
import basket dropped from 3.42% to 1.71% while in the case of Singapore, the import
share declined from 2.27% to 1.71%.

T Sea@aT RTae InfAATE 32t & Aer & 24 773, STaf nfAATT & AT aFhe H R
1 TEEAERY 3.42% & TEaT 1.71% g IS, STdich FAIMYRT & AT 7 Ig REASRY 2.27% & Ty
1.71% 8 S|

Similarly, India’s share in South Korea’s import basket has declined from 1.33% to 1.02%
while its share in Japan’s import basket shows mixed trends.

3T IhR Efor FINGT & AT aFdhe H R & fEdarT 1.33% & geax 1.02% 81 II5 &,
ST ST & 3ATT aFFe & IR T R FAPAT Te1eT uefiRia e 8

Collectively, these trends indicate that instead of leveraging trade agreements to integrate
into regional production networks, India is stuck on the margins of manufacturing-led
trade integration.

aEfEE T W, A gt G &l § 13 3R, R wasital & 39T & 3caree Acast A
THIP glet o Soird, TaferTor- enfer SaraR wehsIor & gIfT 9T & S+ g3 &

The inability to capitalise on tariff preferences under the FTAs demonstrates that market
access based on tariff elimination alone cannot compensate for weak domestic industrial
capabilities, logistical inefficiencies, and infrastructure and operational constraints.

HFd SAAR FAFANAT (FTAs) o 3ic9icd 3Teretr SR Rearrat a1 ooy 3o1et # 3raareiar g geffer
& o Shorel SR FATTO R TR SR T, FASIN wlel @ AF arAamsi, difaides
ETAATHT, TUT HAWIAATCHS U HATIAN STUTHT T $RUTS el T ThalT|

India’s trade challenge is not fundamentally about negotiating more FTAs but about
strengthening domestic productive capabilities and addressing associated impediments.

AR Y TR FeAlelt T #oT T2 31Tk FFq SATIR FHSANGT (FTAs) TR dTcl Xl ofg, e
TR STUTGH GTHATIHT T Ya& el T 38 Hel el ST ohT HATLT et g

Without adequate industrial transformation, FTAs risk becoming instruments that increase
import penetration faster than export competitiveness, thereby widening asymmetrical
trade outcomes and structural vulnerabilities.

gaiTed e aRade & 31avra A, FFd AR FHSANT (FTAs) T AT & Fee! & oif il
SfETUTeHSHAT I Jofll 7 AT Y 43 T 31T Al & Ford, [ srwarer saraia aRomr

3R TEATCAS FAANRET T

Moreover, FTAs are often presented as GVC drivers, eliminating barriers to the development

of shared production arrangements and industrial upgrading.

g8 3ifaRerd, HaFa SR FaAsial (FTAs) &1 917 3RaF qeq 4@esit (GVCs) & Weh & &9
# gE ol TR ST &, St AT Scuteet sqaeanait 3R 3@ seeraer & fashr & 37e arelr
T3 T T A &

It is interesting to note that India’s GVC integration related to trade as a percentage of

gross trade declined from 37.13% to 34.38%, indicating that India’s integration in GVC
networks has actually weakened.

TG Sel=IT ¢ 7o Wohel SAMIR & GTIRId & &9 & AR FT 3RaF AT 4@l (GVC) THIFIor

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page29



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

37.13% ¥ TreahT 34.38% g IAT B, ST Ig &I & o R o1 dRaas (e 4@ Acasi &
TRIHIT I H PN §37 &

India’s GVC trade as a share of gross trade with its FTA partners has declined in the case
of South Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietham, and Cambodia.

379+ HFA SAMIR FHSANAT (FTA) FIFIGRT o Q1Y Fehel SATIR H HRA F GVC SR 7 fg&am
Zfaror FINT, SITUTe, SR, ardels, Raaers 3R FafRer & AFe J ger g

Only in the case of Malaysia, Singapore and Philippines, has it increased.

rerer Y, RITTIR 31 Rveirdter &5 amored 3 et e g &1

These trends demonstrate that India’s FTAs have not translated into broad-based GVC
integration.

3 ygferat geiich € 3 TRa & Fara samaR a@sila (FTAs) sade 8fae dea A/@ar (GVC)
whRor 3 gRafda w781 gl are

This evidence challenges the conventional assumption that FTAs automatically foster GVC
integration through trade liberalisation.

Ig THTT 8 YU EROT &l Failcll ST & T3 FFar samaR FHAl (FTAs) SATIR 3ERFT 3
AETA § T ARGF AT @ (GVC) THFIOT &l Ferdm & B

Moreover, it raises questions about the proposition that deeper commitments to market
access and regulatory harmonisation are, in themselves, sufficient to promote GVC
participation.

3% 3TaRed, agsvwvnwsﬂqmm%%mqgammma%ﬁ
3118 a1geT wfdeeRrant 3rde 39 7 3fRa® Hed A@el (GVC) WA I §grar oot & faw
T g

The contemporary policy narrative surrounding India’s new FTAs and their ability to
integrate into GVCs raises some critical questions.

HR o T FFd AR FASAGT (FTAs) TUT 3o1h 3Raa Fea Aq@ensit (GVCs) H Tehrehior &
&THAT ¥ STST FHBINE afferaral Tl g HgedquT Tl 35T B

An Assessment

The declining export shares and weakening GVC integration in the case of India’s key FTA
partners clearly highlight the limitations of considering FTAs primarily as instruments of
market access.

HR o YT HFd AR FHFANT (FTA) FIERY & A1y ved faia Red ik wasi g
&fRTs HeT @ (GVC) THEH0T I FFUfel Tuse &9 F Ig &3MTell § 7o Fehel AR wavsiiat
(FTAS) %I hael TSR g T HTEIT Hlefe! 1 3700 HATC

It is understandable that FTAs may enhance market access in certain product categories,
but their abilities to foster productive capabilities is still contested.

Ig Tl & foh HaFd SATIR WA (FTAS) @mm#m@mmgﬁﬁ
3TUIGH &THATIHT o T & 3oTeht 81fHehT 379 ot frare; a7 fawr &1

This essentially means that India’s FTA strategy needs to move beyond the standard
argument of market access.

ma\aaﬁag%ﬁsmaﬁgwmw@mmm)mmﬁaﬁmmqfaa:
IRINE deh 37T T&=AT gIaTT|

It should focus on greater interaction with the broader industrial policy framework that
emphasises technological upgrading, strategic investment, supply chain realignment,
domestic value addition and domestic reforms.
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3 19 Jte@ e Aifer afe & a1 31U GA-ag W e &1 Anfe g, S dlgaifPrd seeraeT,
Torehifarar fordrer, amafel @ & arel@oT, B AT AT U7 B FURT W a ST B |

e Without such policies, FTAs are likely to remain instruments of trade liberalisation that

constrain policy flexibilities rather than driving industrial transformation.

Ty oY o 378Ta F, HaFd SATIR FASANS (FTAS) SATIR IGRIFIOT o TH HET Fofeh Ig ST
S Afeera sreaa 1 WfAd w5, 7 & e aRads #r afa &

India may extend tax breaks
for contract manufacturing

The extension up to March 31, 2041 is ‘to provide (tax) certainty; according to a draft of the

proposed tax amendments; move a major win for Apple which had lobbied for such changes

Reuters
NEW DELHI

tending tax exemp-
tions until 2041 for fo-
reign companies that
provide machinery to con-
tract manufacturers, hand-
ing a major win to Apple
which had lobbied for such
changes, and is fast ex-
panding in the market.
India has been a key
market for Apple as it di-
versifies iPhone manufac-
turing beyond China, and
the South Asian nation is
set to make 26% of the
world’s iPhones in 2026,
up from 6% four years ago,
according to Counterpoint
Research. According to a
draft of the proposed tax
amendments seen by Reu-
ters, “to provide (tax) cer-
tainty” the government
has extended tax breaks

l ndia has proposed ex-

I

Apple lobbied to ensure it is not taxed for ownership of the high-end
iPhone machinery it provides to its contract manufacturers. Ap

until March 31, 2041 to fo-
reign companies that pro-
vide equipment to their
contract manufacturers in
India. India introduced the
tax exemption for foreign
companies in February, va-
lid only until 2031, after
Apple lobbied the Indian
government to modify its
income tax laws to ensure
the company is not taxed

for ownership of the high-
end iPhone machinery it
provides to its contract
manufacturers.

Apple had feared that,
unlike in China, tax laws in
India could treat owner-
ship of machinery supplied
to its contract manufactur-
ers as “business connec-
tion”, exposing its iPhone
profits to tax.

04A8. India may extend tax breaks for contract manufacturing
#R rgaer fafaraATor (Contract Manufacturing) & fore 3 g sgr awar @

¢ India has proposed extending tax exemptions until 2041 for foreign companies that
provide machinery to contract manufacturers, handing a major win to Apple, which had

lobbied for such changes and is fast expanding in the market.

HRA o regaer RAfaATant (Contract Manufacturers) T #RIERT 3ueistr sre arelr fageft

The extended tax ex-
emption will apply to ma-
nufacturers of mobile
phones, tablets, laptops,
hearing and wearable elec-
tronic devices, as per the
draft bill that will have to
be passed by both houses
of Parliament.

Storing components
India has exempted from
tax foreign firms’ income
from storing and providing
parts used to manufacture
such electronics compo-
nents to contract manufac-
turers until 2041.

The rule will apply to
factories and warehouses
in customs-bonded areas,
which are technically con-
sidered being outside In-
dia’s customs border.

If devices are sold with-
in India from such facto-
ries, they will attract im-
port taxes.
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Fuferal & fT 2041 T FI BT (Tax Exemptions) ST &I FEATd &A1 § 1 $6H ToqaT (Apple)
PI T3 Ted (A, TG 3T YPR & Seeld & forw SR Fir oY 31K 3 IR TR A deir &
faraR S W &

India has been a key market for Apple as it diversifies iPhone manufacturing beyond
China, and the South Asian nation is set to make 26% of the world’s iPhones in 2026, up
from 6% four years ago, according to Counterpoint Research.

AT T T IEHIT FafeaTor 1 AR e 1 wefa & dgd sRa, T & AT T g
SISIR o<1 3797 & | F13exaige RFF (Counterpoint Research) & 31T8R, 2026 # faed & 26%
IEPIT 9RT H [ATFT g, STafh IR a8 gger I8 3iThsT Shadl 6% AT

According to a draft of the proposed tax amendments seen by Reuters, “to provide tax
certainty” the government has extended tax breaks until March 31, 2041 to foreign
companies that provide equipment to their contract manufacturers in India.

UIEH TART & 1T JEATIAT X TR & FAHIS & TR, “HT waeh fAfReaar (Tax
Certainty)” Y&Tel el & 36T W TIhR o SR & 3791 Jrefarer FafarrTamait vt suehcor suerstr
T arell et Fafart & fow 31 A 2041 d&F T FETA A&

India introduced the tax exemption for foreign companies in February, valid only until
2031, after Apple lobbied the Indian government to modify its income tax laws to ensure the
company is not taxed for ownership of the high-end iPhone machinery it provides to its
contract manufacturers.

AR = el 7 fagelt Faferat & fav 7 T ge a1 2N, [STEeht dedr Sae 2031 o Al T
froTer voqer G IR FTet # HelereT & Aer o a1 forar 2, Ao 319y reparer RfaaTanst
BT 3T TS IS 3TT-TANT ITERIT 7RI & TATTHT & HRUT AT 9T FT o ST ST

Apple had feared that, unlike in China, tax laws in India could treat ownership of machinery
supplied to its contract manufacturers as “business connection”, exposing its iPhone
profits to tax.

Toqe Y 3TRIeRT Y T et o TaoRIcT SR & & hiefet 38 raarer RAfAHATAsit &1 sqcrsty 318
15 FMY F TarfAca &1 “cAraaIA® Faer (Business Connection)” AT Ihd &, foad 38
ITERT A g T AT TR T AT ST el &

The extended tax exemption will apply to manufacturers of mobile phones, tablets,
laptops, hearing devices and wearable electronic devices, as per the draft bill that will
have to be passed by both Houses of Parliament.

SEdTTae e & 3TaR, 58 §6e & alal deaii & arikd el g1, faeaie #1 g Aamge
BT, EFae, JUSIT, S[EuT 3UFHIOT (Hearing Devices) TUT UgsTel AT FaFClieldh 3THIUIN
(Wearable Electronic Devices) & f#HTdT3T 9T oy g1ef|

Storing components
eTH! T HEROT

India has exempted from tax foreign firms’ income from storing and providing parts used to
manufacture such electronic components to contract manufacturers until 2041.

AR & 2041 Teh Fadeft Fafarat i 39 3 il a3 @ ford X AT e, S 0 gaFeiias gl &
fAHTOT & T it (Parts) & $SROT T 3¢ efarer fafATanait st 3uets e & gred giely
gl

The rule will apply to factories and warehouses in customs-bonded areas, which are
technically considered being outside India’s customs border.

Ig Jratrel WAT-2few aftrd &= (Customs-Bonded Areas) # REud R@M! 3R algmaAt
L BT, TSI Aeheilehl €9 & $ReT T HIAT-Qed AT o STET HeAT STl ¢
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e |f devices are sold within India from such factories, they will attract import taxes.
I QN HRETAT & ITFROT T T SR & #e T ST &, AT 37 TR 3T ek (Import
Taxes) ofdmT S|

ONGC to reserve half
of Mangaluru facility
for strategic reserves

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

State-owned Oil and Natu-
ral Gas Corporation
(ONGC) will reserve half of
its 1.75 million metric
tonne (MMT) oil storage fa-
cility in Mangaluru as a
strategic storage, Suresh
Gopi, Minister of State
(MoS) for Petroleum and
Natural Gas, told Rajya
Sabha on Monday.

Mr. Gopi also informed
that the rest of the capacity
would be available for
commercial use.

“ONGC is developing a
strategic petroleum re-
serve facility of 1.75 MMT
capacity at Mangaluru.
50% of this storage will be
reserved as strategic stor-
age and rest of the capacity
will be available to ONGC
for commercial opera-
tions,” he told Parliament.

The project would be
entirely funded by it.

Mr. Gopi also told the

Aview of ONGC’s advanced
drilling rig. File @LG_LADAKH X/ANI

House that India’s current
storage capacity for crude
oil and petroleum pro-
ducts could meet 74 days
of its net crude import
requirements.

He said the government
had chalked out plans to
build a storage capacity of
6.5 MMT, including the 4
MMT capacity in Odisha’s
Chandikhol and Karnata-
ka’s Padur.

On Chandikhol, he said
“the estimated project cost
is about ¥9,000 crores.”

04A8. ONGC to Reserve Half of Mangaluru Facility
for Strategic Reserves

INTASTHT FHarers Gl 1 e e wEhfaw sisr
& fore gefara W@

e State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) will reserve half of its 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT)
oil storage facility in Mangaluru as a strategic storage, Suresh
Gopi, Minister of State (MoS) for Petroleum and Natural Gas,
told the Rajya Sabha on Monday.

AR TR aTelt AT T AT AW HIGR2AT (ONGC) 379=r
1.75 TAferger #fes e (MMT) 7T aTell Harepe cief $TSR0T Flaem
ohT JTEIT TEEAT TR $ISROT & ToIT FRI&TT Tl | Ig SiTeTehy
Yo va wpfas e T : gRer A A AHaR B TeaweT
HA

e Mr. Gopi also informed that the rest of the capacity
would be available for commercial use.

A1 Y 7 Ig o I foF AW &THAT ifofege 3T & fov

ERCCIRGDl

e “ONGC is developing a strategic petroleum reserve
facility of 1.75 MMT capacity at Mangaluru. 50% of this storage
will be reserved as strategic storage and the rest of the capacity
will be available to ONGC for commercial operations,” he told
Parliament.

3ogicl WG T AT, “HTASH FHreL® H 1.75 MMT &THdT Y
Torehfe deifere sisR giaer faefaa a2 W@ €1 39 $73RoT a7

T 50% TEEAT TOTATR $ISROT & ToIT GRIATA TQaT 3iR AW &7 3ivarsire & aiforfsas

AT & AU 3uced gl

e The project would be entirely funded by ONGC.
38 TRENST &1 X7 faaaIvoT siwersiEt ganT T sree

e Mr. Gopi also told the House that India’s current storage capacity for crude oil and
petroleum products could meet 74 days of its net crude import requirements.

Y MY 3 Tt T o TATAT 3 HRA A ITATT Fed A 3R TAAIHA IeET I HZROT 8737 AT
3T YGH Fed A F HATA T HARIFAT oh 18797 74 Tt &1 gfct & Fenctl &1

e He said the government had chalked out plans to build a storage capacity of 6.5 MMT,
including the 4 MMT capacity in Odisha’s Chandikhol and Karnataka’s Padur.

37gil gl T TPR A 6.5 MMT T JTaRFT HSRUT 87T AR AT et ST TeTall 5115 &,
mﬁsﬂ%anéaﬁ@aamm%tr@ﬁ4 MMT &THdT &7 3o off anfaer &

e On Chandikhol, he said, “the estimated project cost is about ¥9,000 crore.”

Aidraer TRATSTAT & FaeT 7 3egiot FeT, ‘S8 TRAVSTAT T 3THI A AT ATHIT 29,000 F3

g
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04A8 | You get better care when you stop nodding and start asking why.
I AT Fae GeAfa A AT R g #57d "1 11 TRES FT §, a9 9! g Rifere
@ISl gTeT gt B

04A8 | Water-bombing aircraft helps Greece battle wildfires

S-gHaYS AT A Y Siarer Y 1T (A17%) ¥ T34 F FErIaT FI @ B

04A8 | QUIZ

04A8 | Why lab-grown diamonds are a sustainable alternative to mined stones

gaaremeT & AR fAd X (Lab-grown Diamonds) @elsl fFT 1T ERY &1 13 RAFea
Fa7 &7

You get better care when you stop

nodding and start asking why

Medical schools teach budding doctors to prevent disease, minimise risk. and, when in doubt, to investigate — whereas what you want out of

treatment may be vastly different; when this is not discussed, a mismatch in expectations can develop, resulting in a trust deficit and disappointment

Narayana Subramaniam

riya walks into an
orthopedician’s clinic with
knee pain that she says she has

had for three months. The
doctor spends eight minutes with her,
presribes an MRI, and asks her to come
back with the images.

MRI shows signs of early osteoarthritis.
The doctor lists three options: injections,
physiotherapy or wait and watch. Priya
nods, does not ask why she needed an
MRI when the doctor could have
examined her knee, and does not ask
what ‘early osteoarthritis’ actually means
or what happens if she does nothing. She
opts for injections because of how she
thought the doctor said it — some
inflection and tone.

Six months and four injections later,
she has spent 15,000 but her pain is
back. She is wondering if she got
scammed, and if injections were ever the
right call.

Priya was probably not scammed — but
she made a decision about her body
without understanding it. She did not
know that she could have asked questions
and she did not know that the doctor was
not sure either.

Medicine is not certainty

You are taught that doctors discover
diagnoses, that there is always a right
answer, and that diagnoses are always
objective. They are not. When the
orthopaedician looked at Priya’s knee, he
was thinking that the probability of
osteoarthritis was 40%, a meniscal tear
30%, a muscle strain 20% and in fact a
10% chance it was something else. He did
not know for certain; his estimates were
based on knowledge and experience, and
probably what his last 10 patients had.

The MRI showed signs of arthritis — but
arthritis on imaging does not always
mean it is also the cause of pain. Plenty of
people have degenerative changes and
feel nothing while an equal number have
almost no changes and have terrible pain.
Instead, the orthopaedician interpreted
the image, made an educated guess, and
advised treatment.

Another doctor might have looked at
the same image and said, “Wait. Let us
see if physiotherapy helps first.” A third
doctor might have said, “This is
asymptomatic degeneration. Leave it
alone.”

None of them would be objectively
wrong. They are all interpreting the same
evidence differently based on their
experience, training, risk tolerance, and —
honestly — how busy their practice is and
what procedures they are equipped to do.

This is clinical medicine. It is not a
process of discovery. It is almost always
going to be a series of educated guesses
filtered through a doctor’s particular
worldview.

And once you understand this, you
realise something: if there is no objective
right answer, you need to have a say in
the decision. Your life is not the doctor’s
life. Your pain tolerance is not theirs. Your
willingness to spend 15,000 on injections
is not theirs.

On different tracks

Doctors are trained to approach illness in
a particular way — whereas what you
want out of treatment may be vastly
different. When this is not discussed, a

large mismatch in expectations can
develop, resulting in a trust deficit and
ultimately disappointment.

Medical schools teach budding doctors
to prevent disease, minimise risk, and,
when in doubt, to investigate. This makes
sense if you have seen someone die of a
missed diagnosis. The goal becomes to
not miss anything, ever.

The orthopedician was thinking:
arthritis found, need to prevent
progression, imaging confirms it, treat
aggressively. Priya was thinking: my knee
hurts, what is the quickest solution? One
of them is inevitably frustrated and
dissatisfied.

This happens every day in Indian
hospitals. A doctor sees borderline blood
pressure and recommends medication.
Patient thinks: I feel fine, I do not need
this. Both are right. Both are wrong. That
is because they are having two separate
conversations.

Crucially, the system does not teach
doctors to fix this. As a patient, you can
respond by asking questions.

A good patient
To be a good patient:

First, demand clarity on usefulness.
Ask “what will this tell us that changes my
treatment?”, “what happens if it is
normal?”, “what happens if it is
abnormal?”, “how will you use this
information?”, and “what are the
guidelines to treat this?”.

Why? A doctor who can answer gets to
keep your trust. But if the doctor dodges
or gets irritated, you now know
something important about how they
practice.

Second, insist on options. Even

You know your body and
vourself. The doctor knows
medicine. Both of you are
necessary to make a good
decision. Making an informed
choice is always better than a
compliant one

osteoarthritis does not have just one
treatment. The options include
observation, physiotherapy, medications,
injections, and surgery.

‘Why? A doctor operating in good faith
might say, “We could try A, which works
for some people but has risks, or B, which
is safer but might not work. What matters
more to you?”

Third, interrupt when you are
confused. Do not nod and leave confused.
Say “I did not follow that. Please explain it
differently.”

‘Why? Doctors do not mind. They
would rather know and try again than
have you leave thinking you understood.

One important question
Before any major treatment, ask: “What
would you do if this was your mother?”
The answer is often different from what
the doctors are recommending for you.
This does not mean they are being
unethical, it often means something else.
Maybe they do not know your full picture:
your job, your life, your ability to cope
with side effects. With their mother, they
know all of it. Or maybe they are being
more cautious with their mother not
because it is better medicine but because
emotion changes judgment. Or maybe,
they realise there are actually multiple

QY

You are taught that doctors discover diagnoses, that there is always a right answer, and that diagnoses are always objective. They are not. ISTOCKPHOTO

valid approaches and they have been
presenting one option like it is the easiest
one.

Your doctor knows there are choices —
and they may have recommended one for
reasons they have not explained. So Priya
could have asked, “If this was your
mother’s knee, would you do four
injections over six months?” The likely
reply: “No. I would try physiotherapy
first, and injections if that does not work.”

When you are still suffering

You followed the plan. You are compliant,
you are taking your medicines, doing
your exercises, and generally doing what
you were told. Nothing is working. In
these circumstances, you should have a
different conversation, e.g.: “l am
following your plan but not getting better.
What does that mean?”

Do not think you are accusing the
doctor; you are simply investigating.
Maybe the diagnosis was wrong, you need
to wait longer, you need surgery or
something else. You and your doctor
need to figure that out together.

Stop thinking your job is to obey. You
know your body and yourself. The doctor
knows medicine. Both of you are
necessary to make a good decision.
Making an informed choice is always
better than a compliant one. It will also
improve doctor-patient relations. As
much as you deserve a good doctor,
doctors also deserve good patients.

(Narayana Subramanian is Lead
Consultant, Head and Neck Surgery and
Oncology, Aster Hospitals, and Adjunct
Faculty, Indian Institute of Science,

Bengaluru.

il.com)
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04A8. You get better care when you stop nodding and start asking why.
o 31T Fae AT & A Relmar 9 #:3F "4 o IRFT FId ¢, a9 ATIH Jgel
Rifrear T@ser yrea @ 21

e The doctor spends eight minutes with her, prescribes an MRI, and asks her to come back with
the images.

RAfFcae 39 A1 376 fAee aa &, THIRETE (MRI) a1 Y Tag ¢d & 33T RAE wa
Forat & ey qT: MY & v e E)

e MRI shows signs of early osteoarthritis.
THARITE (MRI) 7 IR iteaamiusied & god fears o §1

e The doctor lists three options: injections, physiotherapy or wait and watch.
Fafrcas e fasrea gara & gaterere, REforaYaRdY, srerar geftan w3 AR &=

e Priya nods, does not ask why she needed an MRI when the doctor could have examined her
knee, and does not ask what ‘early osteoarthritis’ actually means or what happens if she
does nothing.

R At & [ e &, 7€ w7€T (ol & Sia Rifshcden 38 geat &1 5itd Y Fehdt T A
THARIATS (MRI) T 3Taredehll 47 7, X g o 7T g fon aRfFsr sifffcasmimsite
T AT & AT Y & A1 A 98 Fo o X A FAT M|

e Six months and four injections later, she has spent 15,000 but her pain is back.
o AW 3R IR §FA G, IF €15,000 TS X T B, Aot 38T & T oife 3mar g

e When the orthopaedician looked at Priya’s knee, he was thinking that the probability of
osteoarthritis was 40%, a meniscal tear 30%, a muscle strain 20% and in fact a 10%
chance it was something else.

STer 3Ty T faretest =1 Rm o et 1 @, A 3ofeh #eT H Ig 31eg AT o7 foh siifeasmieiew
Y THGAT 40%, AfATHT Beat FHr 30%, AR F f@=ara & 20%, AT 10% THEAT fhar
37T FRUT HT & bl 1

e The MRI showed signs of arthritis — but arthritis on imaging does not always mean it is also
the cause of pain.

THIRITE (MRI) 7 ITRFRA & Hevet fewrs e, o Siter 7 amdRsfed few=1m gavem g8
ey g &ear 3 g &¢ o1 HROT o & |

e Another doctor might have looked at the same image and said, “Wait. Let us see if
physiotherapy helps first.”

FIS 3T AR 38 T HY SR g ThdT AT, ‘ST, Ugel ST & T gy & amar
BIcIT & I LT "

e A third doctor might have said, “This is asymptomatic degeneration. Leave it alone.”
g draxT Rfshcas wg ahar o1, “Ig JaTor-IRa sraarlt afiadsr (Asymptomatic
Degeneration) g1 38 & &I g1 GITIT|”

e Medical schools teach budding doctors to prevent disease, minimise risk, and, when in
doubt, to investigate.

Rrfercar AgTfaeaTerd (Medical Schools) #TdT fRfhceent &t a7 T AT, SNTAH T =geTcdd
e dUT HSE Bled IR A1 el T TTASTOT S & |
e This makes sense if you have seen someone die of a missed diagnosis.

fe oY FoRel cafere T aTercl AT e §U felet & RUT #X 4T &, At g gfeeehior 3fd g
gl

e The orthopedician was thinking: arthritis found, need to prevent progression, imaging
confirms it, treat aggressively.
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371 e Friwsr ey ¢ & Imeiishew e I §, SRt ety Uehetl §, Sifer & gHehT give 8 918
g, ST 3PS YR AT ARV

A doctor sees borderline blood pressure and recommends medication.

s RIfhcas daAradt 3Ta W@a=ma (Borderline Blood Pressure) @ &aT olet &t Tellg &l
gl

Patient thinks: | feel fine, | do not need this.

Al Grer §: # A foredver Sieh gy Y 6T &, HP ST TGI8 8

First, demand clarity on usefulness.

HIH Ugel, SUAAGT & I F FISCdT T AT Y|

Ask “what will this tell us that changes my treatment?”, “what happens if it is normal?”, “what

happens if it is abnormal?”, “how will you use this information?”, and “what are the
guidelines to treat this?”.

TS, ‘U6 §H VAT AT TATW T d A 3TAR H IRaceT gla?”, “afe Ig @A fevehelr A s
“THd 3TAR & forw fan-fader Far g2

Why? A doctor who can answer gets to keep your trust. But if the doctor dodges or gets
irritated, you now know something important about how they practice.

FA? S RIfFcT® o7 AT T 3aR & ThdT &, I8 IR AT TATT IWT | Afhet afeg
RfFca® a3 ¢ O Jaar & a1 K S1ar &, A 39! 38 1 Fla & dlih & dR & Th
HEcAYUT ST Tl Tl SATelt &

Second, insist on options. Even osteoarthritis does not have just one treatment. The
options include observation, physiotherapy, medications, injections, and surgery.

g, faweat AR &1 sifeammiEiea & fow s Fae v & 3uaR ¢ giar| Reedt 7
oY, ReforaaXd), gad, Saterer, 31T area AT enfaer €1

Why? A doctor operating in good faith might say, “We could try A, which works for some
people but has risks, or B, which is safer but might not work. What matters more to you?”

FET? TG A HIY ol aTell RAfhedsh g ThT &, “GH A T I X Fehd! €, S $& wail
TR GHTET BIeTT &, offhet sHA WA €, AT B o1, St 31fereh FRI&TT &, o] Hora & o ag ooy oF
g1 3muss fow 31fRres FAgcaqot = g?”

Third, interrupt when you are confused. Do not nod and leave confused. Say “I did not follow
that. Please explain it differently.”

AR, ST 39 5fAe gF o v 7 oot IS | dhaer A fgema o & Reurfa 7 agf & 7 AId | +°¢,
“H S/ HHAST FET IRAT| FoAT 3H FHET @ ik ¥ gHsv|”

Why? Doctors do not mind. They would rather know and try again than have you leave
thinking you understood.

FAT? RIS FI sTT FIS TR 81 81T F Ig SATeTAT TG Hdl foh 37T o7t FHY, drfep a
SIIRT GHST Goh, T ST foh 3T Tg BIIHT Tl ST [ 3T o7 form|

One Important Question

TS Hegcaqur W

Before any major treatment, ask: “What would you do if this was your mother?”

fohelt off 93 ITAR @ Tgel I “Afe JE TTehY ATAT gIclT, AT T 4T FIA?”

Do not think you are accusing the doctor; you are simply investigating.

g o AT 6 31T R W 3R o9 @ §; 39 ol Tl H TH77= &7 9919 1 7 &

You know your body and yourself. The doctor knows medicine. Both of you are necessary
to make a good decision.
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3T 319 R 3R T Y SieTa & | RfFcas Rfrcar-RaAeT & Sedar &1 e 3T vk o
& fIT 39 XAt Y JTaeTSar g &

¢ Making an informed choice is always better than a compliant one.

i Aok ol gAR dhael et 1 aref el & TR BT 8|

Why lab-grown diamonds are sustainable
alternative to mined stones

Natural diamond mining is facing dwindling supplies while remaining associated with environmental damage, forced labour, conflict and pollution;

lab-grown diamonds offer a more affordable, traceable and sustainable alternative, with India investing in indigenous production and research

Anuj a Janakiraman
U. Vishnuja

S. Boominathasellarajan
N. Arunachalam

or centuries, diamonds have

been regarded as symbols of

eternal love, characterised by

their rarity, scintillation and
lustre. But behind the glamour of these
stones lies a cold, hard truth: an industry
plagued by forced labour, civil violence,
and pollution.

Some of the world's largest diamond
mines, such as the Argyle mine in
Australia and the Diavik mine in Canada,
have reached a point of exhaustion in
recent years. This depletion has worsened
year by year, and production is now ata
multi-decade low. After all, natural
diamond mines are only a finite source. It
is estimated that the 40 diamond mines
accounting for 90% of global production
spread throughout Botswana, Russia and
other countries have a lifespan of no
more than 50 years.

The hidden cost
However, the problems associated with
natural diamonds extend beyond
dwindling supplies. Diamond mining
requires large amounts of water and
energy and causes considerable damage
to the surrounding ecosystems. It is often
associated with deforestation,
displacement, soil erosion and water
pollution. Massive open-pit excavations
can also trigger landslides and mudslides.

Moreover, labourers suffer from a
plethora of diseases as a result of working
in diamond mines. A study by Gill Nelson
et al. in 2011 found that workers are at risk
of asbestos exposure and may develop
asbestos-related diseases, including
asbestosis, pleural plaques, and
mesothelioma.

Then come the blood diamonds, which
are mined diamonds involved in illicit
sales and used to fund military action. It is

vl . 3o3

geographic origin. Although the
Kimberley Process was introduced to
verify that diamonds are conflict-free,
regulatory gaps continue to allow blood
diamonds to be smuggled across borders.
As aresult, these diamonds contribute to
political and civil conflict.

These concerns raise an important
question: can the beauty and durability of
diamonds be preserved without the social
and environmental costs of mining? In
recent years, the answer appears to be
yes, through the use of lab-grown
diamonds.

A sustainable alternative emerges
The first proven synthetic diamonds were
made by GE (General Electric) in 1954,
under a project codenamed “Project
Superpressure.” They utilised the HPHT
(High Pressure, High Temperature)
process, which mimics the conditions
under which natural diamonds form in
the Earth’s mantle.

In 1962, another method known as
CVD (Chemical Vapour Deposition) was
first used. This process involves
depositing diamond material onto
diamond seeds through chemical
reactions involving carbon-rich gases.

Lab-grown diamonds are chemically,
physically and optically identical to their
natural counterparts. Until 2018, they
were sold at a modest discount to mined
diamonds. Due to improvements in the
efficiency of laboratory equipment, the
price of lab-grown diamonds has
continued to decline over the years. Now
more affordable and traceable, lab-grown
diamonds preserve the qualities that have
made diamonds desirable since time
immemorial while avoiding much of the
damage linked to conventional
production.

India’s push for lab-grown diamonds
India has also begun to recognise the
potential of lab-grown diamonds as a
sustainable and economically viable

Table 1: presents a comparison of natural and
lab-g i ing on findings from
the Natural Diamond Council’s 2025 report and
a 2021 study by Vladislav Zhdanov et al

- Natural Lab-grown
(S diamonds diamonds
Costper 3157 lakhs | 780,000
carat in India
Water 3 ]
consumption 0.077 m¥jct 0-0.002 mfct
Energy 150 kWh/ct ii':?:{’:ﬁﬁstpHT)
consumption | (DeBeers) (MP-CVD)

CO2 emissions | 160 kg/ct 17-260 kg/ct

Diamond prices vary based on the 4Cs — carat,
cut, colour and clarity, The values shown are
representative market ranges.

alternative to mined stones. In the Union
Budget 2023-24, the Government of India
announced measures to encourage
indigenous production of lab-grown
diamonds, including support for research
into HPHT and CVD technologies.

As part of this initiative, in 2023, the
Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT
Madras) was awarded a five-year grant of
approximately ¥243 crore by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry to establish
the India Centre for Lab-Grown Diamond
(InCent-LGD).

The centre aims to develop domestic
expertise in diamond seeds, machinery,
and manufacturing processes.

To put things into perspective, Table 1
consolidates the results of the 2025
Natural Diamond Council report and a
2021 study by Vladislav Zhdanov et al. to
compare attributes of natural and
lab-grown diamonds.

The staggering variation in carbon
emissions for lab-grown diamonds can be
attributed to the energy source used for
production. Diamonds created using
coal-heavy power grids have higher
carbon emissions, while those
manufactured using renewable energy
sources have a much lower carbon
footprint.

The latter aligns with the United

Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which emphasise the transition to
cleaner energy systems and more
sustainable manufacturing practices.
Furthermore, the use of renewable
energy in diamond production reflects
the principles of a circular economy,
where resources are utilised more
efficiently and environmental impacts are
minimised throughout a product’s life
cycle.

Although lab-grown diamonds are not
entirely free from environmental
concerns, the next generation of
consumers is increasingly drawn to them
as a more sustainable alternative to mined
diamonds. This shift in public perception
reflects a growing emphasis on ethical
sourcing, environmental responsibility,
and product traceability.

Their advantages become even more
significant when one considers the wide
range of applications diamonds have in
modern society. They are used in
heavy-duty industrial processes,
including cutting and drilling, as well as in
quantum computing, protective coatings
that extend equipment lifespan,
semiconductor manufacturing and
several other fields.

For a material so deeply woven into
both industry and culture, selecting the
more economical and sustainable option
becomes no longer a choice —itisa
responsibility.

(Prof. N. Arunachalam is currently working
as a Professor, Department of Mechanical
Engineering and also leading the HPHT
technologies development activities for
growing diamond in lab as part of India
Centre for Lab-grown Diamond
(InCent-LGD), IIT Madras. Dr. S.
Boominatha Sellarajan is working as a
Principal Project Scientist at InCent-LGD,
IIT Madras, Dr. U. Vishnuja is working as
Project Manager at InCent-LGD, IIT
Madras. Miss. Anupama Janakiraman is an
11th Std. student studying at Sishya School,
Adyar, Chennai).

04A8. Why lab-grown diamonds are a sustainable alternative to mined stones

gaereeT & R{FRAT € (Lab-grown Diamonds) @dd T 7T Y &1 13 fawew

Far &7

e For centuries, diamonds have been regarded as symbols of eternal love, characterised by
their rarity, scintillation and lustre.

| & #RY Y ARTT I T Fclteh HIAT STl ET &, ST 311 geistdl, THF (Scintillation) T
3T (Lustre) & forw gRcy &1
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But behind the glamour of these stones lies a cold, hard truth: an industry plagued by forced
labour, civil violence, and pollution.

ﬁ@gﬂéﬁﬁaﬁrm-ma%mwwmwm%—wwmﬁmw,
AT fEFAT T T Sl TS ¥ I B

Some of the world's largest diamond mines, such as the Argyle Mine in Australia and the
Diavik Mine in Canada, have reached a point of exhaustion in recent years.

faea 1 o e T2 T Wew, S e A AT WeTeT TAT FaATST Y STAfAF W,
BTl & a1 A T HATEAT HT FAICT b 70T H TET TG |

This depletion has worsened year by year, and production is now at a multi-decade low.

TE AT IH-GI-TY TGclT 15 & HR 3 3G FE GURT $ 7 gAeT# Tl T IE AT

After all, natural diamond mines are only a finite source.

INTEREHR, TTHfaH 7T TE= v HifAd Fare & &

It is estimated that the 40 diamond mines accounting for 90% of global production spread
throughout Botswana, Russia and other countries have a lifespan of no more than 50 years.

3TN & T3 3R eareet T 90% S aTell 40 #RT @WET, ST AIcHATaT, TF JUT 313 ot 7
e §, 37 AW 3 50 a8 & A 6T B

The hidden cost
Rt g§ Frora

However, the problems associated with natural diamonds extend beyond dwindling supplies.
oy repferes 1Y & ST et et el 3mafet aw WfRe i E

Diamond mining requires large amounts of water and energy and causes considerable
damage to the surrounding ecosystems.

R @At H 37T AT H STl 3R FAT bl ITTHRAT Bl & AT THA ITHIH & IR feufas
o B a1 AT e

It is often associated with deforestation, displacement, soil erosion and water pollution.
Ig I Ietl Y FeTs, TAeuTa, FjeT IraRe U7 el WGWOT § ST 8l 8

Massive open-pit excavations can also trigger landslides and mudslides.

farermer gelt @erat 1 Gar$ (Open-pit Excavations) & $F@e TUT HI=3 €@ (Mudslides)
& & whd B

Moreover, labourers suffer from a plethora of diseases as a result of working in diamond
mines.

SHS JTARTd, ERT TET  HRY et aTel ATHS ¥k ThR T STARET T FHIIT g &

A study by Gill Nelson et al. in 2011 found that workers are at risk of asbestos exposure
and may develop asbestos-related diseases, including asbestosis, pleural plaques, and
mesothelioma.

2011 & frer Aewa va WEAAAT & 3reuTa F 9rr I o SRS wravew & @9F Fr e
Tl 8, ored Traveq-gath e, S TEae A, Soiel Tt T A oA e fad g
e RS

Then come the blood diamonds, which are mined diamonds involved in illicit sales and used
to fund military action.

3T 9IG 518 SIHSH (Blood Diamonds) 3T 92T 31T §, ST 399 T & 9 AT & IR A7
afafafeat & faadivoer & forw 3o e ara £

It is nearly impossible to deduce a diamond’s geographic origin.

Rl €1 T sl Seafer ST IaT SRTT=T SeTseT 31H9d gt B

Although the Kimberley Process was introduced to verify that diamonds are conflict-free,
regulatory gaps continue to allow blood diamonds to be smuggled across borders.
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e gy fFael wikaT (Kimberley Process) R T @a¥-q#d (Conflict-free) FAITIT A &
foIT gRFs &7 778 oY, AT o i ATt & FRUT sels SAZH FI WAT IR TEh 379 o
SR

e As aresult, these diamonds contribute to political and civil conflict.
IRUTFAETEY, A R Teteifae 2T siafie west H gomar &d €

e These concerns raise an important question: can the beauty and durability of diamonds be
preserved without the social and environmental costs of mining?

3 TRIATY Ueh Hgeaqol Je&T 3Tcl §—aFT ERI &l FeIaT 3R RIS &l Telel T 3 AT Td
TATaROT gOHHTET & T ST T S HaelT §2

e Inrecent years, the answer appears to be yes, through the use of lab-grown diamonds.
TeT & ST H SHHT 30 g1 o &I H TTHAA 3T 8, 37T gaerenen F f{AwfAd R (Lab-grown
Diamonds) & #ATETH T

A sustainable alternative emerges

T fear1d Qe &1 3¢

e The first proven synthetic diamonds were made by GE (General Electric) in 1954, under a
project codenamed “Project Superpressure.”

wUH GAOIT FAA R (Synthetic Diamonds) GE (JeXe Safaea) Rl 1954 F “Hiatee
IR AR TRATSTAT o 37cTele] Fa1T 1w |

e They utilised the HPHT (High Pressure, High Temperature) process, which mimics the
conditions under which natural diamonds form in the Earth’s mantle.

eTeh AT H HPHT (High Pressure, High Temperature) Sshar &T 3u1er foar ara, St get
& Hee H Gepicieh BRI & aotet SIET aRTEATAGT T oFehel Ll B

e In 1962, another method known as CVD (Chemical Vapour Deposition) was first used.
1962 # "diEt (Chemical Vapour Deposition - CVD) #iTH® U 3= AT T Tgell X 39T

TR Irm|

e This process involves depositing diamond material onto diamond seeds through chemical
reactions involving carbon-rich gases.

38 ufshar 7 Fda-aeey 3t H Taataes srfafranst & Aread & s @isy R A /a
STHT & S B

e Lab-grown diamonds are chemically, physically and optically identical to their natural
counterparts.

waTerTeT # faw e @) Traraiares, s T venreier ot #r gfSe & grehiae ERT & FH gl
gl

e Until 2018, they were sold at a modest discount to mined diamonds.
2018 deh 3o TTepTcieh Wefof ST ITT ERT T Jolell H FT i AT IR ST ST AT|

e Due to improvements in the efficiency of laboratory equipment, the price of lab-grown
diamonds has continued to decline over the years.

TANITRATEAT STFHIVI T G&TAT H FER & HROT FAITATET 3 Fa A #RY 1 hiere qog & @y
TRTIR FH BT TS B

¢ Now more affordable and traceable, lab-grown diamonds preserve the qualities that have
made diamonds desirable since time immemorial while avoiding much of the damage linked
to conventional production.

379 378 fRwrIelt iR 3reTERoT F9T (Traceable) W@W&Wﬁmﬁéﬁ', 3 gy
T[0T T FATT TG § FSegiel Treiiet hiel & & ERT T 3TTehdeh =111 &, AL & IRIRD Telel § 3
3ifRrenier ATATTS va GHTaRoi sjeareT & o g 8
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India’s Push for Lab-Grown Diamonds

gARrTeT H fAfHT €RY &) ag@r &t Y TR &Y ygd

India has also begun to recognise the potential of lab-grown diamonds as a sustainable and
economically viable alternative to mined diamonds.

TR o 3t wraeremer & AT &RY (Lab-Grown Diamonds) &Y &THAT &t @elel ¥ UTed &RY &
T et 3R 30 ®9 O g™ e & § F THHR =T TREH T T &1

In the Union Budget 2023-24, the Government of India announced measures to encourage
indigenous production of lab-grown diamonds, including support for research into HPHT and
CVD technologies.

FE FoI€ 2023-24 H HRA TIFR 1 gARrmeT # AfHAT @Rt & Tacel scaea Fi Aicanfed wer
o forT % 3urait T etwor &, fSieTe HPHT @ CVD Wleafaifarat o srepeene o fow @ode ofr

enf&er 2T

As part of this initiative, in 2023, the Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras)
was awarded a five-year grant of approximately €243 crore by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry to establish the India Centre for Lab-Grown Diamond (InCent-LGD).

$H Ugd & 3d9Id, 2023 F #RART We Y F¥UTr 7g/ (11T Madras) ! aifors va 3gahr
HATE AR 33T WeX BR -2 3133 (InCent-L GD) T TUTIAT ¥ ST 1243 F3 HT
oter afier Jreger e fear ara|

The centre aims to develop domestic expertise in diamond seeds, machinery, and
manufacturing processes.

38 &g 1 36427 31 W5, wferdt qar Rafawtor aftkansit 7 ee faQhvear fasfd s g

To put things into perspective, Table 1 consolidates the results of the 2025 Natural Diamond
Council report and a 2021 study by Vladislav Zhdanov et al. to compare attributes of
natural diamonds and lab-grown diamonds.

e & Tuse e & fore, arfast 1 & 2025 At AgRer /s Ffde Ruie qur senfewama
FEIT U HE-AGHI & 2021 F LTI & TASHST I Hehfold TohT AT 7, ek T ferar Y
3R waereren 7 fAfHa @RY T a3t &hr Joretr i S Feh |

The staggering variation in carbon emissions for lab-grown diamonds can be attributed to
the energy source used for production.

wTerTeT # A R & Fraer Scueter & 3T R AT T HTT HROT 3eToh Scdlet H TGl
FSit @i B

Diamonds created using coal-heavy power grids have higher carbon emissions, while
those manufactured using renewable energy sources have a much lower carbon footprint.

FRIAT- IR Faggd ISt 1 394G 7eh 1T 10 ERT H FaeT ScHoteT T gIelT &, STfeh
mmmnﬁﬁamwmmﬁa@wm%l

The latter aligns with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which
emphasise the transition to cleaner energy systems and more sustainable manufacturing
practices.

ST faehed T WSE & Wi TAFIT d&dl (SDGs) & 31w ¢, Sl Faess Jalt gonfat aur
3T waa RAfastor afFansit i 37 deaor waaaa §

Furthermore, the use of renewable energy in diamond production reflects the principles of a
circular economy, where resources are utilised more efficiently and environmental impacts
are minimised throughout a product’s life cycle.

g JfaRead, ERI o 3cdigeT H AdRIOIT FSIT T 3TAET IR 3rdeqawuT (Circular
Economy) & ettt st gfafefere shear &, Toras Framerat st 3ifereh grerel U2 fona Sirelm &
T farel 3cuTe & Sfiaer-as & alTeT qaTavo THat &l ~geTcd T@r STdT g |

Although lab-grown diamonds are not entirely free from environmental concerns, the next
generation of consumers is increasingly drawn to them as a more sustainable alternative to
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mined diamonds.
TeaTy watareren 7 fafda I gl ove watevoly Riant & goa a8 §, il ag fidr &
SYHIFCT 3¢ Welel § FTC ERY T JoleT 3 3Tk [EhTS Tehed & &9 H ol & THHR IR E 8|

e This shift in public perception reflects a growing emphasis on ethical sourcing,
environmental responsibility, and product traceability.

SFAURON & Ig IR Ao Jia-mfe, gaaroir swefae aur scurg sevar cafafad)
T T §U §el 1 &2l ¢

e Their advantages become even more significant when one considers the wide range of
applications diamonds have in modern society.

SIS e FATST H ERT o cATdeh IR O fIaR fhar ST 8, A Sfeh @met 3R o 3feren
Hgca ol &1 STt 81

e They are used in heavy-duty industrial processes, including cutting and drilling, as well

as in quantum computing, protective coatings that extend equipment lifespan,

semiconductor manufacturing and several other fields.
T SHTeTehTel TGTeT ATel Y&TcH T, Irtiaars (Feiesaer) Rafasor aur 3@ s et o

T SITaT 81

e For a material so deeply woven into both industry and culture, selecting the more
economical and sustainable option becomes no longer a choice — it is a responsibility.

ﬂ?ﬁm,ﬁmsﬂiﬁwﬁaﬁﬁmﬁgﬁr@%mﬁmmmww
YT T TIT 379 Shdol Uah Tdehol o181, STodh Udh IaGIAcd geF ST
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Why has West Bengal cleared land for the BSF now?
gferer damTer o 319 BSF & fow oiffr F4f gvaraia #r g

Why has West Bengal cleared
land for the BSF now?

Why is West Bengal central to India’s border fencing project? What are the policy challenges?

Saee Pande

The story so far:

he West Bengal Cabinet has
approved the permanent
transfer of 31.905 acres at nine

locations to the Border
Security Force (BSF) for border fencing
and related security infrastructure, along
with 1.53 acres for three new Border
Outposts in Malda, Nadia and Cooch
Behar. The decision removes a major
State-level bottleneck in a long-delayed
border infrastructure project affected by
land acquisition disputes, difficult terrain,
and legal and political complications. The
move also follows the Calcutta High
Court’s order of January 2026, directing
the State government to hand over
acquired land in nine border districts to
the BSF by March 31, 2026.

Why is Bengal central to the project?
West Bengal shares the longest
international border with Bangladesh
among Indian States. According to the

Ministry of Home Affairs, India’s
4,096.70-km border with Bangladesh
includes 2,216.7 km in West Bengal, which
is approximately 54% of the entire
frontier. As of August 2025, 1,647.696 km
had been fenced, while 569.004 km
remained to be covered by fencing or
other border infrastructure. Of this,
112.780 km was classified as non-feasible
for conventional fencing, while 456.224
km remained technically feasible but
pending completion.

Why has the project been delayed?
The delays reflect a combination of
geographical, administrative and legal
constraints. Nationally, the MHA reported
that 3,232.218 km of the India-Bangladesh
border had been fenced by August 2025,
leaving 864.482 km unfenced across West
Bengal (2,216.7 km), Tripura (856 km),
Meghalaya (443 km), Mizoram (318 km)
and Assam (263 km).

Of the remaining unfenced stretch,
174.514 km has been categorised as
non-feasible for conventional fencing

because of riverine channels, marshlands,
floodplains, shifting river courses, densely
inhabited settlements and the ecologically
sensitive Sundarbans, where fencing is
technically difficult and seasonally
constrained. Other pending stretches
require land acquisition, compensation,
environmental clearances and completion
of bilateral border management
procedures.

‘What governs India-Bangladesh
border fencing?

According to the Ministry of External
Affairs, India undertakes border fencing
and related security measures in
accordance with bilateral agreements and
operational protocols between the BSF
and the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB).
The border is governed by the 1975 Joint
India-Bangladesh Guidelines for Border
Authorities, the Coordinated Border
Management Plan (CBMP), 2011, and the
2015 Land Boundary Agreement (LBA),
which implemented the 1974 Land
Boundary Agreement and its 2011

Protocol, resolved enclave and
adverse-possession disputes, and enabled
the exchange of 162 enclaves, 111 Indian
enclaves in Bangladesh and 51
Bangladeshi enclaves in India. India has
also reiterated its expectation that these
understandings will continue to support
cooperation against cross-border crimes,
including smuggling, human trafficking,
illegal migration, arms trafficking and
counterfeit currency networks.

THE GIST

v

The West Bengal Cabinet has
approved the transfer of over
33 acres of land to the BSF for
border fencing and Border
Outposts, removing a
long-pending bottleneck in
completing security
infrastructure along the

‘What are the policy chall

This is a challenge of balancing national
security with the livelihoods of
communities living along the border. In
districts such as Malda and Nadia,
agriculture, informal trade and
long-standing social ties extend across the
frontier, meaning that fencing can
improve surveillance while also affecting
access to farmland, mobility and local
commerce. As the largest unfinished
segment of the India-Bangladesh border
lies in West Bengal, progress and
development in the State remain central
to the completion of the national fencing
programme. In many sectors, particularly
riverine terrain, the future of border
management is likely to depend on an
integrated combination of physical
barriers, Border Outposts, surveillance
technology and coordinated action
between the Union and State
governments.

(Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a

focus on current affairs, international

relations and geopolitics)

Indi border.
v

Although more than
three-fourths of the border has
been fenced, progress
continues to be delayed by
land acquisition disputes,
difficult riverine terrain,
environmental constraints and
legal issues, requiring a mix of
fencing, surveillance
technology and coordinated
Union-State action.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4 1



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

04A8. Why has West Bengal cleared land for the BSF now?
qfRerer damTer o 37 BSF ¥ fw offfr #4f gwarafia #r g

The West Bengal Cabinet has approved the permanent transfer of 31.905 acres at nine
locations to the Border Security Force (BSF) for border fencing and related security
infrastructure, along with 1.53 acres for three new Border Outposts in Malda, Nadia and
Cooch Behar.

GfREH ST ATXHSE 1 HIAT FI&IT al (BSF) T AAT a1gaal (Border Fencing) 7T Heifere
T HEETAAT & ToIT At FATAT T 31.905 T3 31fH & TATA gFcAioRoT 1 Fliepfal & &1 56
rfaRerer wrerer, afeam qur wafagr & i v @ 9ifF3T (Border Outposts) & faw 1.53
T3 SfA 3 Tl B ST

The decision removes a major State-level bottleneck in a long-delayed border

infrastructure project affected by land acquisition disputes, difficult terrain, and legal and
political complications.

Ig A0 o AT A eifered WaAr sraaerar aRASn & #Hise v T AT -Fair 91T i g7
AT R, St HfA srfrargor Rare, wisa stafers aRfeafaat qur e va deeifaes sifeerdnst
EEIECEGES

The move also follows the Calcutta High Court’s order of January 2026, directing the State
government to hand over acquired land in nine border districts to the BSF by March 31,
2026.

g HEH AAa 2026 FH FAddl 3od +AATAT GART [GU 3T 38 T & 916 31T I &, Toras
U TIHR T 31 AT 2026 deh oAt HWierarelt forelt & srf@ara A BSF &1 divay o1 farder iz
T AT

Why is Bengal central to the project?

50 IR & afReer samer i st Fd w41 82

West Bengal shares the longest international border with Bangladesh among Indian
States.

HRAT Tt 7 IfTH STl T TR ATGE & T T oleT FARTSERT AT &

According to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), India’s 4,096.70-km border with
Bangladesh includes 2,216.7 km in West Bengal, which is approximately 54% of the entire
frontier.

3[€ HATT (MHA) & THR, TEAG & HTY R T 4,096.70 Freltefie ot diar 7 4 2,216.7
frenate aftesr qarrer & el €, i et HIAT 7 978197 54% ¥

As of August 2025, 1,647.696 km had been fenced, while 569.004 km remained to be
covered by fencing or other border infrastructure.

31T 2025 T 1,647.696 fallelet HIAT Ux §13 o19TT$ 51T et &Y, STaifeh 569.004 fpeatex
AT 9T 3787 oY STSEET AT 3T WIAT FTHITAT T HI AV AT|

Of this, 112.780 km was classified as non-feasible for conventional fencing, while 456.224
km remained technically feasible but pending completion.

A ¥ 112.780 et 875 FI IRIR a18e! & ToIv 3regagi™ (Non-feasible) HTAT 37T,
Stafeh 456.224 fReTHET &1 cdehsliehl &9 & T glad & STdole 38T 37T 27|

Why has the project been delayed?

The delays reflect a combination of geographical, administrative and legal constraints.

5 IR # g3 & sitnfores, Termrafad T HiefeAY aeait & Fgerd T31d T TROTA &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page42



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Nationally, the MHA reported that 3,232.218 km of the India—Bangladesh border had been
fenced by August 2025, leaving 864.482 km unfenced across West Bengal (2,216.7 km),
Tripura (856 km), Meghalaya (443 km), Mizoram (318 km) and Assam (263 km).

TSET TR I I HATT (MHA) & 3HeTHR A 2025 e ARA-d el WA & 3,232,218
fereaIex 81197 R 913 S9TTS ST et oY, STaifeh 864.482 fraileliex dia 3rei oft e ams & o) 7
T qfersr damrer (2,216.7 fral), BroRr (856 foratl), Framerar (443 fnall), Psiar (318 fanalh) o
3\ (263 ) A glant TR B

Of the remaining unfenced stretch, 174.514 km has been categorised as non-feasible for
conventional fencing because of riverine channels, marshlands, floodplains, shifting river

courses, densely inhabited settlements and the ecologically sensitive Sundarbans, where
fencing is technically difficult and seasonally constrained.

QY AT 918 aTer 81 F F 174.514 fFe#eX Sl IRIR S156¢) F AT sregqagr A1 13T |,
Fifh gl ACY AT, GG &1, I1g & AT, A T TEed! TRV, Tl ATEET arelt FFREAAT F24T
AR Euferen gfte & HdeeTelie Hevaer [FUd €, ST6l deheiien! 3 AMFHAT HROT & STSEET LT
AT HiSA L

Other pending stretches require land acquisition, compensation, environmental
clearances and completion of bilateral border management procedures.

QY wiferet &3  a1f3r srferargor, y3mas, wATavohy Thpaar aur efavahs dar gave vt
I U1 foRaT STt TR+

What Governs India-Bangladesh Border Fencing?

HI-TTeTeer HAT 9T qTSEEY T FTelT 8 @R T STaT 872

According to the Ministry of External Affairs, India undertakes border fencing and related
security measures in accordance with bilateral agreements and operational protocols
between the Border Security Force (BSF) and the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB).

fRer #ATerT & ITAR, R HWAT W TS TUT 3T el F&T IUTAT hY AT Jawm aer
(BSF) 3R a1 a1 Sieeneer (BGB) a}:aﬂzrgaaﬁwmwa‘ra’f YT AT FISKHI & 3HeTET
A FATE |

The border is governed by the 1975 Joint India-Bangladesh Guidelines for Border
Authorities, the Coordinated Border Management Plan (CBMP), 2011, and the 2015 Land
Boundary Agreement (LBA), which implemented the 1974 Land Boundary Agreement and
its 2011 Protocol, resolved enclave and adverse-possession disputes, and enabled the

exchange of 162 enclaves, 111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh and 51 Bangladeshi
enclaves in India.

58 HIAT T FelToleT 1975 F HRA-AFAR T WA mftraor far-fadat, gafeaa dar
Yatre et (CBMP), 2011, T 2015 & $1f3 H1AT ®HAIA (LBA) & 3d91d glaT ¢ 59 FASA
o 1974 & s1fr WoT FASIA 3R 3T 2011 WENHI I 9] T, Torara T Wiagel Feol
(Adverse Possession) ¥ S[3 faaTel s FATENET 3 3iR 162 Teraal & TeT-Jele i He1d
AT, foTH Feeneer # U 111 HRAT Tedreld AT AR H T 51 qivaeel verag enfie
|

India has also reiterated its expectation that these understandings will continue to support
cooperation against cross-border crimes, including smuggling, human trafficking, illegal
migration, arms trafficking and counterfeit currency networks.

IR o I8 30 S § foF A cyaeand HAT-ar) 3rawret, S aEhd), A ), 373e Jar,
FRAARY Y et T STelt FeT AcaF o fa%ets HIeT T 3 ¢ Yoo I G|
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What Are the Policy Challenges?

This is a challenge of balancing national security with the livelihoods of communities living
along the border.

g TSR &I AR WA o fehie Tgot dTel THETT 1 AT o Srer FJolet T et T
oAl g
In districts such as Malda and Nadia, agriculture, informal trade and long-standing social

ties extend across the frontier, meaning that fencing can improve surveillance while also
affecting access to farmland, mobility and local commerce.

ArereT 3R AT 14 el F ¥, sreitaariies SR auT o GHT @ ol 3T IQ AT Hay
m*aﬁrsﬁﬁﬁgﬁ“l safIT AT3adl Ueh 3R fATRIA T SR F11 Hehell &, T8 gAY 3N
FT 813 T T, HTATHT TAT FUTAT SATIR 7 7 TS R Fehell 81

As the largest unfinished segment of the India-Bangladesh border lies in West Bengal,
progress and development in the State remain central to the completion of the national
border fencing programme.

Hfeh TRA-TATGer HAT T Fo 37 3rqot @3 9fRast s 7 F&d 8, safaw o & yarfa 31k
ﬁwu@umaﬁamwaﬁqyma?ﬁwmm@aﬁguﬁ

In many sectors, particularly riverine terrain, the future of border management is likely to
depend on an integrated combination of physical barriers, Border Outposts, surveillance
technology and coordinated action between the Union and State governments.

311 aTAT 7, FarRvent il o7-ammer 3, svfareyy &t Wi waere siifa s, W it
(Border Outposts), fRaRrit steaifarht g2 g 3R Uo7 F@RT & AT FAfedd FRATS &
Tehlehel HaTSTeT TR T3 T@1 hr HoTaer &
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